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PREFACE. 



It ia an ogrembh cuatom of Christian 
families to devoto a portion of Sabbath 
QT^aing to raligioua exerciies subservient of 
mutual improvement. No u^age perhapit 
aside from those of positive divipe appoint* 
mwt, has contributed mom to tbo furtherance 
of individual and social eiQellenca. Tba 
reading of Scriptures approF^ate to tbo 
purpose -x^ the recitation of Catechisms on 
the pact of children — >^ the singing of Hymns 
and spkitnal Songs **^ and withal the offer^ 
log of specsal prayer for the b^ediction ctf 
Heaven upon the bouse — are severally ser* 
vieeable, in an eminent degree, to the great 
objed of tiaining for immortality. How 
precious is Ihe remembrance of one's youth* 
ful home, where such distinguished privileges 
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IV PREFACE. 

were enjoyed ! Who can forget how father 
or grand-father led in prayer — how mother 
or grand-mother heard the appointed les- 
sons — or how sisters and brothers, aye, 
parents and children, united in strains of 
sacred praise ? Ah, those memorable meet- 
ings at the domestic fireside — those seasons 
of hallowed home-bred fellowship — are oc- 
casions to be cherished with affectionate and 
unfailing r^ard ! Distant be the day when 
it shall seem to be otherwise ! 

An exercise sometimes associated with 
such scenes, is that of a Sermon or Lecture 
read to the family. If it be pertinent and 
practical, it affords variety, happily harmoniz- 
ing with the main design. To this effect, the 
more applicable the theme may be to relative 
duties, and circumstances, and experience, it 
is all the better. The treatment of topics 
needs to be simple, direct, and sympathetic. 
There is something in ^ the condition of al- 
most every domestic circle which demands 
it. 



PREFACE. T 

It is with these impressions, that the pres- 
ent humble offering is yielded ; hoping that 
in some homes and some hearts it will find a 
welcome, to their several spiritual advantage. 
While the themes are suitable for the closet, 
or for public religious assemblies, they seem 
specially so for the social gathering on Sab- 
bath evening. Should the subjects, as thus 
treated, prove appropriate to the purpose, the 
object of the title will be apparent, and its 
application also be approved. 

A Psalm or Hymn is appended to each 
Lecture, supposed£to be tributary tojthe end 
in view, and a desirable addition to the gen- 
eral exercise. The majority of these have 
been selected from approved authors, and the 
remainder composed for the occasion. The 
Psalms, as will be observed, are familiar pro- 
ductions of Dr. Watts, while the Hymns are 
of somewhat various origin. Either, it is 
hoped, will be acceptable, as expressive of 
sentiments suitable to the subject, and aid ng 
the aspirings of a devotional spirit. 



Happy will it be, if those who aasociate in 
such friendly observances at the household 
sanctuary, and whose intercourse at best ia 
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FIRESIDE LECTURES. 



LECTURE L 

HARMONY AT HOME. 

John 11: 5 Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and 

The fact here stated, simple as it 
appears^ affords material for delightful 
meditation. Though a variety of cir- 
cumstances are connected with it, ren- 
dering the narrative eminently attrac- 
tive, this single particular seems to 
deserve distinct attention. It is intro- 
duced, I admit, with remarkable sim- 
plicity. No pains-taking is employed 
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10 FIRESIDE LECTUBES. 

to give it prominence. Yet there it 
standsy an expressive truth, imperisha- 
ble as sacred history: "Jesus loved 
Marthn^ and her sistei, and Lazarus." 

It is evident, at once, that the affec- 
tion of Jesus for that friendly house- 
hold was in some sense peculiar. He 
loved them, that is, a^ he by no means 
loved the world at large. Their char- 
acter admitted oi his ex^cising to- 
wards them not only compassion, but 
actual complacency. Yes, aside from 
the de^aration now under notice, 
there is proof of this which is plain 
and positive. His particular acquaint- 
anceship with the family, and his con* 
duct towards them, and their treatment 
of him, as related by the evangelist, 
conjointly evince ihe same sentiment 

These sisti^s, it appears^ dwelt with 
thei? brother in the village of Bethany, 



HABMONT AT HOME. It 

in the suburbs of Jerusalem, just be- 
yond the Mount of Olives. Thither 
the Saviour was Wont to resort as a 
retreat firom the labors of pubUc life, 
and as a welcome seat of pious hospi- 
tality. There he could enjoy an occa- 
donal respite from his toils, and find 
for the moment the means of comfort 
Not that he allowed himself unneces- 
sary relaxation from the urgent cares 
of his self-denjring office. No, it was 
an expedient, only, and tibat never 
needlessly indulged, to recruit his 
energies for the mighty work which 
he had to do. Hence that rocky hill- 
side was grateful to his view, as few 
places w:ere in this world of woe. 
Aside from its beautiful shrubbery, its 
luxuriant vines, and fig-trees, and 
ohves, it was an inviting spot; for 
there was a residence of friendly spi- 
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rits. Yea, that estimable family ren- 
dered the place pleasant to Jesus in 
an eminent degree. Martha, and Mary 
and Lazarus, constituted indeed a hap- 
py household, united by nature, and 
endeared by grace. He, therefore, who 
had no€ where to lay his head^ was both 
wiUing and welcome as an occasional 
guest The friendship subsisthig be- 
tween him* and them was distin- 
guished by this, that it was sacred and 
substantial How clearly is it illustra- 
ted and confirmed by acts and offices 
which are every way significant I 

Look at some of the instances as 
they occur in the simple record of the 
Evangelist. When Lazarus was sick, 
and his sisters sought the aid of Jesus, 
their message to him was merely a 
sentence, "Lord, behold, he whom 
thou lovest ia sick*" They do not so 
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much as mention his name, presuming 
that there would be no misconception 
of their meaning. It was sufficient in 
their view simply to say, that it was 
the man whom he loved^ There was 
not, it is obvious, the sUghtest suspicion 
that the communication would be 
otherwise than perfectly intelligible. 
How life-like ms an illustration of the 
truth which we are meditating ! These 
sisters were aware of the estimation 
in which their brother was held by 
their heavenly Master. Such wad 
their assurance of his interest, that 
they do not even urge the Saviour's 
coming to see him. They communi-^ 
cate only the intelHgence of his illness. 
Trae, there h n6 deficiency 6f argu- 
ment It is rather one of the most 
effective forms of pleading, brief, and 
earnest Yet all the persuasion is im- 

2* 



14 FIRESIDE LECTUBES. 

plied in that comi»rehensiye sentence. 
Nor does it need a syllable to enforce 
it How pathetic is the appeal pro- 
ceeding from such applicants, J3^ whom 
thou Jovest is sick! 

It is, at the same time, a noticeable 
circumstance, that the Saviour, speak- 
ing of this man's death, while yet at a 
distance from the scene^«ises terms so 
expressive of his character. All is 
simple — but how emphatic ! " Our 
fiiend Lazarus sleepeth." Ah, a friend 
in fact, not only to his kindred, but. a 
fiiend of the Redeemer and his disci- 
ples! Let this be said of any one 
truly, and no sculptured marble can be 
more significant of immortaUty ! 

Observe, however, the interest awak- 
ened by the presence of Jesus, a few 
days subsequent to the death of Laza- 
rus. No. sooner had he entered Beth- 
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any than the tidings ran to the afflicted 
sisters that their Friend was at hand. 
Martha hastened at once to meet him, 
and Mary awaited but his bidding. 
Though of diflFerent temperament, their 
devotion was aUke sincere and deter- 
minate. Evidence of this will appear 
as we proceed. That very care indeed 
which one exhibited in serving, while 
the other sat a listener at his feet, yes, 
that pains-taking which the Saviour 
had occasion to rebuke, was her mode 
of manifesting her devotedness. It 
shows, by the way, that friends may 
trouble themselves excessively in some 
forms of kindness. Christian minis- 
ters are reminded of this* in cases of 
more than gratifying attention. The 
hurry and extravagance of entertain- 
ments, and especially the solicitude 
thus occasioned, had better be avoided 
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than to lose opportunities of spiritual 
good. Martha and Mary however, it 
is manifest, were both examples of 
excellence in entertaining strangers. 
This goodly habit could in no way 
have been more signally shown than 
in the attention bestowed upon our 
blessed Lord. How appropriate thus 
to minister to the " Man of sorrows ! " 
Yea, what a privilege ! Nor is it ne- 
cessary to add, they had their reward ! 
But let us not lose sight of that 
affecting interview which took place 
at the period already specified. Laza- 
rus is in his grave, and those sisters are 
lamenting that Jesus had not been 
present in season to have prevented 
this severe bereavement It id a re- 
markable coincidence, that meeting 
in this manner, they separately gave 
expression to the same sentiment in 
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precisely the same terms: "Lord, if 
thou hadst been here, my brother had 
not died." What a volume of mean- 
ing in that thrilling exclamation,! 
What faith — what affection — what 
heart-felt sorrowing ! The effect pro- 
duced upon the sensibilities of Jesus 
by the repetition of this address, or 
rather the sympathy begotten in view 
of the scene, is briefly, yet pathetically 
described. Mary is prostrate at his 
feet, and in tears. "When Jesus 
therefore saw her weeping, and the 
Jews also weeping which came with 
her, he groaned in the spirit, and was 
troubled, and said. Where have ye 
laid him ? They say unto him, Lord, 
come and see. Jesus wept. Then 
said the Jews, Behold, how he loved 
him ! " 

As the narrative is familiar, it is not 
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necessary to ^detail ^e result It was, 
as you well know, singularly joyful, 
and confirmed unquestionably the im- 
pression of those bystanders, that there 
was afiection in very deed Imagine 
the event, as if transported to the spot 
Fancy, at least, that you witness the 
meeting and greeting of the parties 
most interested. Ah, could we see 
^at group of congenial spirits return- 
ing thus to their happy home, devoutly 
praising thdr Redeemer, we should 
feel assured that they loved him, and 
that JesM hved Martha^ and her sister^ 
and Lazarus. What incense, my 
brethren, ascended from that domestic 
altar ! What thanksgivings were pre- 
sented to the Father of spirits ! What , 
gladness filled that dwelling in Beth- 
any ! When has a human habitation 
been more blessed with friendly com- 
munications akin to heaven ? 
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There is another exhibition of this 
mutual attachment which happily 
illustrates the same precious truth. I 
refer to that scene of sacred intercourse 
which occurred in the same neighbor* 
hood a little time {previous to the era* 
d&don. ^^ Hiien Jesus, six days be£bre 
the passorer, came to Bethany, where 
Lazarus was which had been dead, 
whom he raised from the dead. There 
they made him a supper ; and Martha 
served : but Lazarus was one of them 
that sat at the table with him. Then 
took Mary a pound of spikenard, very 
costly, and anointed the feet of Jesus, 
».d wiped hk fee. mfl. her hair : and 
the house was filled with the odor of 
*the ointment'* The manner of brings- 
ing these several persons distinctly to 
view, with such specification of par- 
ticulars, is surely indicative of their 
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very strong affection. Look at the 
position of each in the narrative, and 
say what is the natural inference. 
Yea, linger around that hallowed spot 
till your own soul is infused with 
similar devotion to the Son of God ! 

Whether this entertainment was 
fu^^iished at the house of Simon, as 
some suppose, or at the residence of 
these three friends, it is not essential 
now to determine. In either case, 
the individuals are conspicuous, and 
are noticed thus for the same reason^ 
^^ Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, 
and Lazarus.'' He had not only com- 
passion towards them, as he has for 
multitudes of sinners, but compla- 
cency comporting with his delight in 
holiness, and that with respect to 
peculiar qualificationa Of all his 
disciples, it may be said in truth that 
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the Saviour laves them; but that he 
loves them all in an equal degree, is 
by no means probable. As there is 
a difference in them, there is doubt- 
less a difference in his affection to- 
wards them. This is not partiality, 
but the result of a principle in har- 
mony with truth and righteousnesa 

It is appropriate therefore, and prac- 
tical to inquire, what there was in the 
condition or character of this family, 
which was particularly pleasing to the 
Saviour. 

It was not, probably, their eminent 
reputation. No evidence appears of 
their being at that time known to 
fame in any form of worldly distinc- 
tion. Who knew these loved ones 
beyond the limits of their own neigh- 
borhood ? Had they character, as it is 
called, to command respect in the 

3 



22 rmssiDS lectxtbis. 

circles of the great ? What popular 
breeze would have borne their names 
to courts or palaces, or places ,of 
power ? True, they were among " the 
excellent of the earth, in the estima- 
tion of him who seeth not as man seeth; 
yet this they might be, without at- 
tracting notoriety as persons of emi- 
nent reputation among men. They 
belonged indeed to that unostenta- 
tious class, of whom the world was 
not worthy, and c^preciated still, by 
the Great Discemer of human hearts! 
Why marvel at this ? Are gold and 
diamonds often found sparkling in 
sunUght upon the pubUc road? Who 
seeks for them except in some se- 
cluded path, "which no fowl know- 
eth, and which the vulture's eye hath 
not seen ? " So in regard to human 
society, many a choice ingredient, 
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and many a gem, is out of the way 

of common observation. Piety, in 

truth, though lodged in obscurityj^s 
nevertheless the p^xrl of great price ! 

Again, It may be presumed with 

safety, that^it was not the abundant 

wealth of this family, which rendered 

them thus estimable in the mind of 

the Saviour. They were perhaps as 

far removed from riches as from any 

other constituent of earthly greatness. 

But whatever may have been their 

pecuniary condition, the Son of man 

had no prejudices of this nature to 

be consulted. His professions and his 

{practice invariably harmonized in 

the purest principles of benevolence. 

Never did he covet the fevor of the 

affluent. Why, indeed, need he? 

Had it been his choice to be ministered 

unto^ rather than to minister j the treas- 
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tires of the universe were at his ser- 
vice. That however was not the 
object of his incarnation. Hence, 
you see him oftener in the habita- 
tions of the poor than in the man- 
sions of the rich, and see his name 
associated more with Lazarus than 
with that of Dives. I speak not in- 
vidiously, but in the candid terms of 
truth and soberness. "Hearken, my 
beloved brethren, hath not God cho- 
sen the poor of this world, rich in 
faith, and heirs of the kingdom which 
he hath promised to them that love 
him?" Although, then, the simple 
circumstance of wealth would not be 
absolutely objectionable to Jesus — 
for godliness can consist with such 
abundance — it is sufficiently evident 
that it was not this which drew him 
to the dwelling of Martha and Mary. 
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Nor was it their distinguished trir 
teVigence. Eiiowledge they had, of 
an excellent character ; but it was not 
the learning of the schoola Of Gre- 
cian or Roman Uterature, it may be, 
they knew comparatively nothing. 
Neither the arts or sciences of their 
age — neither the poUtics or com- 
merce of the world — nor even the 
laws of taste and fashion, may have 
been familiar to their minds. At 
least, it was not acquisitions of this 
nature which commended Lazarus 
and his sisters to the friendship of 
Jesus. Much as these things might 
be worth in themselves, they consti- 
tuted not the chief charm of society. 
"The world by wisdom knew not 
God." Meapwhile the guest of these 
friends in Bethany, was himself ^'the 
wayj the truth, and the lifeP They had 
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probably heard of him by the pro- 
phets before they saw him in person. 
Their wisdom accordingly was to 
leam of him. Yea, their philosophy 
pertained mainly, not to things which 
are seen and temporal, but to things 
that are invisible and eternal. "When 
taught to appreciate that good jparty 
they give heed supremely to the in- 
terests of the soul. Of course the 
kingdom of God was to their minds 
matter of intensest study and attach- 
ment. It was in this subUme sphere 
of thought and affection, that they had 
blessed communion with their Lord 
and Master. Though they could add 
nothing to the fountain of his intelli- 
gence, from his fulness they were re- 
ceiving abundant supplies. Such, 
then, was their relation as his dis- 
ciples. 
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Yet it was not simply their Chris- 
tian cUscipkshipj that rendered these 
friends thus dear to Jesus. That fact, 
it is true, would warrant the idea of 
his discriminating affection. But this 
case seems to have been somewhat 
pecuUar. Not to say that it has no 
parallel, the circumstances imply that 
it was more than ordinary. What, 
then, was there as a particular reason, 
why Jesus loved Martha, and her 
sister, and Lazarus? Doubtless, it 
was their distinguished piety. That is 
apparent It shows itself in their de- 
votion to him. What humility ! What 
zeal! What oppropriate manifesta- 
tions of gratitude and obedience ! 

One respect however, in which I 
suppose the excellence of this pious 
family was conspicuous, was their 
harmony at home. You can hardly 
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think of their retired residence, with- 
out associating with it a remarkable 
degree - of pleasantness and peace. 
Internally at least, there seems to be 
a delightful quietness, and fellow-feel- 
ing almost celestial Yes, the con- 
cord prevailing in that humble dwell- 
ing, was an attraction which nothing 
external could equal There was 
union of mind, and heart, and voice, 
and strength of attachment to each 
other and to truth, which the Prince 
of peace was prepared to appreciate. 
It was so consonant with his own ex- 
alted sentiments, and so consonant 
with the very design of his kingdom, 
that he could countenance the com- 
pany in which it was found. Know- 
ing, indeed, what we do, of his gra- 
cious condescension, no wonder that 
he loved them. " Behold, how good 
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and how pleasant it is, for brethren to 
dwell together in unity ! " 

Yet why may not this state of things 
be far more, general? Why should 
not every Christian family be as pure, 
and lovely, and of good report, as the 
one here signalized? Surely the 
heirs of the grace of life are prompted 
to it by considerations the most momen- 
toua What is their joy? What is their 
hope ? What is their evidence of con- 
version? If piety cannot so assimilate a 
few souls on earth as to eflfect domestic 
cordiality, what can it do with ten thou- 
sand times ten thousand in the heav- 
enly state ? Change of place, as you 
are aware, has no controlling influ- 
ence over character ; and the princi- 
ples of Christ's kingdom are alike 
pacific above and below. Holy love, 
be it remembered, is the bond of per- 
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fectness. It were vain therefore to 
expect that a mere transition from 
earth to heaven would harmonize 
discordant spirits. So far, at least, as 
this is concerned, the contentions 
here would he contentious there. 
What could prevent it ? Not all the 
charms of the celestial paradise — 
nor all the anthems of saints and an- 
gels! 

That many unfriendly spirits will 
be so chastened and sanctified in 
this life as to fit them for that 
peaceful society, I do not doubt; but 
that meetness for heaven can consist 
with the rage and rancour of the 
passions, is impossible. Least of all 
can it mingle with domestic discord. 
Had Lazarus and his sisters been 
given to this habit, it is evident that 
the Saviour would have preferred 
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some other resting place. He had 
trouble enough from contention in 
the midst of a turbulent and warring 
world, without being pained with its 
presence at the social fireside. Yea, 
what he needed was a retreat from 
the tempest of human passions, whf re 
he might soothe and invigorate his 
weary spirit. Such an asylum lie 
doubtless found in the hospitable 
habitation of these his servants. How 
cheerfully did they meet him at the 
threshold! The famihar salutation, 
as he entered, *' Peace be to this 
house," called forth a response which 
was sincere and fervent, Pence^ Mas- 
fer, and welcome! How grateful the 
relief of such a greeting ! As when 
the traveller finds a refuge firom the 
storm and refreshment suited to his 
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necessities, so Jesus enjoyed the so- 
ciety of these friends. 

This supposition therefore, it seems 
to me, is . fairly sustained by circum- 
stantial evidence. Though there be 

no assertion explicitly in point, prov- 
ing that this was a peculiar excel- 

lence of that family, is not the proot 
substantially conclusive, that such 
was their commendable character? 
Ah, yes, my brethren ; and a united 
household, righteous before God, is an 
object that the Saviour still esteems. 
When his eye surveys the abodes ot 
men, on such does he look with spe- 
cial complacency. Alas, say you, 
how rare the spectacle of a family 
that meets his approbation ! Nor dare 
I dissent from that opinion. Yet 
never will society at large be perfect 
— never will the world be what the 
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Sedeemer thus loves, till there is more 
completeness of domestic charity* 
This, in truth, is an essential element 
of millennial blessedness. Home 
must be sanctijSed, till its very name 
shall be significant of mutual good- 
ness and mutual love! Allow me, 
then, as respects domestic peace and 
piety, to commend to universal imita- 
tion the example of this affectionate 
family. 



HYMN. 

Happj the house where peace and grace 
Together dwell in every breast 

How soothing to the soul to trace 
This earnest of celestial rest ! 

Harmonious spirits, what delight 
Have ye in love's pure melodies, 

Whose breathings here are to unite 
In sweeter strains above the skies I 
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What ihoagh no decorated dome. 
Nor pillared porch attract the eye ? 

Your humble dwelling is a home 
For friendly hearts and sympathy. 

The Saviour sees the blest retreat, 
Seolnded fi^m the world's wide gaze, 

And thither turns his sacred feet, 
To consecrate the scene to praise. 

Though grie& are there, those sorrows cease, 
Where he assays the wounds to heal. 

And gives those spirits sweet release 
From agonies they sadly feel. 

Then welcome, welcome. Prince of peace, 
Thrice welcom ■ to each lowly heart— 

Bid every pfun and sigh to cease. 
And never from our souls depart 

The choicest offerings we will bring. 
Devoting e'en our lives to thee ; 

And hope in heaven aloud to sing 
The song of saints, forever free. 



LECTURE IL 

BELIGIOUS EDUCATION. 

Dbut. 6: 6, 7. These words, which I comni«nd thee thig 
day, shall he in thy heart And thou shalt teach them dili- 
gently nnto thy children, and shalt talk oi them when thoa 
fittest in thy house, and when thon walkest by the way, and 
when thon liest down, and when thon risest np. 

A PERFECT summaiy of religious du- 
ties precedes the direction here en- 
joined. We are therein taught that it 
is the substance of devotion to love 
the Lord our God, with all our hemty 
and sovlf and might. To make a dura- 
ble impression upon the minds of men 
of this as their principal concern in 
life, the subject is here associated with 
their daily habits and pursuits. It is 
thus connected with the employments 
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and endearments of homC; as favora- 
ble to the cultivation and practice of 
piety. The domestic state is therefore 
to be tributary to the maintenance of 
true religion. That this may be so, is 
manifest from the text; and how it 
may be so, is veiy clearly indicated. 

First. A proper observance of re- 
ligious duties requires the heart. 

This is specified at the beginning 
as eminently important, and indeed as 
indispensable. It shows therefore that 
the affections are essential to obedi- 
ence. The mere performance of ex- 
ternal acts is not sufficient Going to 
meeting, and reading the Bible, and 
occasional thoughtfulness upon seri- 
ous subjects, does by no means consti- 
tute acceptable service. A superficial 
attention to religious concerns, meets 
neither the demands of interest or duty. 



BEUGIOUS IDUCATIOIJ. 37 

These things ought ye to have done, 
but not to leave the other undone. 
"Cleanse first that which is within^ 
that the outside may be clean also." 
CordiaUty of purpose, or pious princi- 
ple pervading the spirit, to know and 
to do the will of God, is the main 
thing rei^uisite. "Therefore shall ye 
lay up these my words in your heart 
and in your soul." It is described 
»=coriu.gly .s charaeteriBtie of the 
righteous, that the law of God is in his 
heart. 

In agreement with this principle i^ 
the declaration of David, " I delight to 
do thy will, O my God : yea, thy law 
is within my heart Thy word have I 
hid in my heart, that I might not sin 
against thee." With the same explicit- 
ness Solomon says, "When wisdom 
entereth into thy heart, and knowledge 

4* 
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is pleasant to thy soul; Discretion 
shall prevent thee, understanding shall 
keep thee." The ai^ument is, that in- 
tegrity of spirit is indispensable to a 
life of piety. " Keep thy heart with 
all diligence, for out of it are the issues 
of Ufe." 

The parable of the sower, as ex- 
plained by the Saviour, contains this 
sentiment. The seed of truth needs 
a congenial soil ^^ That on the good 
ground are they, which in an honest 
and good heart, having heard the 
word, keep it, and bring forth fruit 
with patience." Thus the impression 
is confirmed, that a proper observance 
of religious duties requires the heart 
The word of Grod must be retained, 
and cherished, and obeyed within, or 
there is no obedience to it whatever 
Devout meditation is therefore neces- 
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sary, that the principles of godliness 
may be incorporated with all our plans 
and motives of action. Our thoughts 
must be converscmt with sacred truth, 
and intent upon understanding its im- 
port, that we may suitably discharge 
both personal and relative religious 
duties. Yea, we must be in this sense, 
spiritually minded, to be faithful to 
God, or faithful to our famiUes. 

Second. The rieUgious education of 
our children is a duty directly involved 
in that of personal fidelity to heaven. 

" These words, which I command, 
thee this day, shall be in thy heart : 
and thou shalt teach them diligently 
unto thy children." No language 
could be clearer. The very commands 
which we are to observe, are to be in- 
culcated upon those who are thus 
under our authority. They are to be 
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taught, of course, as to what is mcum^ 
bent on us. We are not at liberty to 
neglect it The obligation is as strict 
to instruct them religiously, as it is to 
provide for their food and raiment 
Yea, we are required to train them up 
in the way they should go, with an as- 
surance that such training will be suc- 
cessful 

The precepts of the Kble relative to 
this trust are surely expUcit ^^ Set 
your he^urts unto all the words which 
I testify among you this day, which ye 
shall command your children to ob- 
serve to do, all the words of this law. 
Teach them thy sons, and thy sons' 
son& .... That they may learn to 
fear me all the days that they shall live 
upon the earth, and that they may 

teach their children." Thus genera- 
tion afler genemtion is to be religiously 

educated by pious parenta 
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It concerns us therefore to consider 
more particularly in what manner this 
duty is to be performed. 

The text shows at once that this ser- 
vice is to be conducted in a familiar 
way, and with remarkable constancy : 
There are your children with you day 
by day. Teach them cUUgently^ saith 
Jehovah. Give to this concern that 
serious attention which its merits de- 
mand. Remember that the religious 
education of your children is .highest 
in the scale of parental duties. Never 
assign it an inferior rank. No care 
has heaven devolved upon a parent 
that is more imperative than the charge, 
Take this childj and train it for me: 
Providing for its physical wants, or 
even its inteUectual culture, is no re- 
lease from this responsibleness. There 
is quite as nauch need of industry in 
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regard to things spiritual, as there can 
he in regard to things plaining to 
time. The trnth indeed is, that ^ one 
thing is needfuL*^ That necessity, of 
course, is the greatest, and js to he 
so regarded in aU our present plans 
and employmenta Yea, whether for 
yourselves or your children, " Seek ye 
first the kingdom of God, and his 
righteousness.^ In other words, let 
this interest he the main object of pur* 
suit and attention. 

The principles of piety are to be in- 
culcated habitually. 

People complain, I am aware, of the 
want of time. But the word of God, 
as if anticipating this objection, and 
refuting it forever, has told us plainly 
what is to be done. " Ye shall teach 
them your children, speaking of them 
when thou sittest in thy house, and 
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• 

when thou walkest by the way, when 
thou liest down, and when thou risest 
up." The supposition is, that religious 
conversation should be associated with 
both our leisure and our labor. Speak- 
ing of things pertaining to godliness, 
and speaking of them c^en and earn- 
estly withal, need not interfere with 
the attention which is due to secular 
affairs. Such discourse is conducive 
to temporal success, as well as to the 
higher object of eternal blessedness* 
Nor is anything probably so much 
needed as the prevalence of this prac- 
tice in all our families. If in fact we 
were faithfully following the text, 1 
doubt not that we should see the ad- 
vantage in both respects developed. 

What, then, prevents the adoption 
of this habit ? No subject surely is 
adapted to such simplicity, and power, 
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and variety of remark, appealing to 
all the interests of immortal man, as 
the kingdom of God. And so far from 
being a theme too sacred for frequent 
and familiar discourse, it is a subject 
too serious to be neglected. Yea, it 
deserves a place, and that the choicest, 
in every house, and in every heart. 
Not that it mingles with profaneness, 
or is suited to scenes of domestic dis- 
cord. It has no affinity with one or 
the other. To those however who 
would acquaint themselves with the 
Almighty, and be at peace, the subject 
is at all times welcome. 

Religious instruction therefore, in a 
famiUar nianner, is to be communi- 
cated to children every day, and at 
various intervals as occasion offers 
during the day. As for example, 
" When thou sittest in thy house, and 
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when thou walkest by the way, and 
when thou liest down, and when thou 
lisest up." How many opportunities 
are thus daily presented, which the 
parent may turn to spiritual advantage ! 
The mother at her work-table may 
easily convey many precious lessons 
of truth. The father resting his weary 
limbs, or holding his little child upon 
his knee, may redeem the very frag- 
ments of time by conversing about the 
duties and delights of early piety. This 
process also can be pursued in connec- 
tion with active and ^pteresting labor. 
The farmer in the field may moralize 
with his children, and that, too, with 
mutual pleasure and profit, upon almost 
every process of vegetation, and every 
purpose of husbandry. As he breaks up 
the fallow ground, and prepares it for 
the seed, and scatters abroad the chosen 

5 
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grain, he may inculcate &at important 
spiritual precepl^ ''In the moming 
sow thy seed;" and thus preaching 
as he proceeds, he will be providing 
for the soul as Well as. for the body. 
In sufiimer, too, and in harvest-time, 
feere are very many appropriate occa- 
sions for reference to religious obliga*^ 
tion, A devout nrind can hardly fail 
of perceiving indications of this char- 
acter on every hand. They appear iik 
the face of the earth and sky, in 
every "^ aspect of sunrounding scenery. 
While the mountains and the hills 
break forth into singing, and all the 
trees of ^e field clap their hands/ 
surely man may speak of creative 
Goodness. How can he be silent, in 
circumstances so inspiring? How can 
he be duihb, while nature is devotion- 
al ? How can he suppress the prompt- 
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ings of gratitude which would teach 
children their indebtedness to the Lord 
of creation ? Is there, in fact, in any 
sphere of human employment, an 
apology for omitting allusions of thid 
nature ? 

^ Especially, however, is the domestic 
circle, with its wonted and adoiowl* 
edged privileges, propitious to the pur- 
pose of religious impression. la your 
table spread with plenty, and surround* 
Qd with proo& of health and happiness ; 
how appropriate i^ it to render thanks 
to the Giver. Yea, how seasonable to 
speak of his goodn^s and grace ! Ah^ 
what praise should ascend to the Fa* 
ther of lights in view of his mercy ! 

Yet the beginning and close of the 
day, in particular, are indicated as times 
peculiarly favorable. Then there are 
reasons obvious to all, why devotion 



48 FIEESIBE LECTURESw 

should be paid to the Preserver of men. 
Children can easily be taught to per- 
ceive them ; and thus their judgment 
will approve and appreciate the suita- 
ble services of such occasions. The 
morning and evening sacrifices, ac- 
cordingly, are the happiest of all oppor- 
tunities for awakening in their minds 
desirable sentiments of obligation and 
interest. Let the fire burn brightly at 
the family altar, and the generous 
flame will catch and enkindle the sym- 
pathies of the young. Yes, the atmos- 
phere of prayer will so pervade their 
spirits that the hour of domestic wor- 
ship will be anticipated as a feast 
This is supposing, of course, that peti- 
tion is offered expressly for them — 
aye, that they are borne upon the 
friendly arms of faith, and commended 
to the gracious regards of Heaven 
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The parent who understands the wants 
of his children, and appropriately 
pleads jfor them at the throne of grace, 
has a hold upon their hearts, and help 
from on high. There is divine influ- 
ence and meditation, by the interces- 
sions of Jesus, hallowing the scene. 
Hence, mercy drops its dew upon the 
household sanctuary, and there the 
Lord commands his blessing. Thus 
" the voice of rejoicing and salvation 
is in the tabernacles of the righteous.'* 
At this point, however, it may be 
timely to protest against an error that 
is eminently injurious. It is sometimes 
the case, that parents seize on the most 
sorrowful occasions, and these indeed 
mainly, to inculcate the duties and 
rewards of religion. If s^dversity is 
felt in an unusual degree, the shade of 
it is thrown over the youthful spirit as 

5* 
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conducive to seriousness. Conse- 
quently the association is one of en- 
tire dread and gloom. While therefore 
it is true that such occasions may be 
productive of spiritual good, and 
ought to be judiciously improved, it is 
far from being true that a melancholy 
impression is the best one that can be 
produced. The pleasures of piety may 
be dwelt upon with profit in scenes of 
suffering. What is there so soothing 
and salutary to the aflBlicted ? -But if 
we were accustomed to speak of re- 
ligion only when we are involved in 
trouble, and were then to adopt a tone 
of depression, an unfavorable aspect 
would be given to the whole subject. 
The language of the text happily indi- 
cates a different course. It tells us to 
cherish the principles of piety, and to 
connect them with our ordinary inter- 
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course, that the pursuits of busmess, 
and the friendships of life, and the va- 
rious scenes and endearments of home, 
may all be pervaded with the dutiful 
and delightful influence. 



REMARKS. 

1. How responsible' is the office of 
parents! The religious education of 
fheir children is a duty of the highest 
importance. Nature and reason be- 
speak this, as well as the direct declar- 
ations of Scripture. Our offspring are 
bone of our hone^ and flesh of our flesh. 
Endeared to us as they are by peculiar 
ties, and by numerous acts and offices 
of affection, their interests are essen- 
tially our own. Yea, they are com- 
mitted to us by our common Creator, 
with the express injunction to train 
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them for his service. la this capacity, 
as moral stewards, we are rendered 
responsible for the result Nor can 
we escape from the obligation, how- 
ever we may regard it It rests upon 
us day after day, * Bring up these chil- 
dren in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord.' The father especially is the 
appointed priest of his household. 
He has a ministry upon his hands 
which is in no slight degree serious. 
It is the care of souls in matters per- 
taining to life and godliness, where 
fideUty to heaven is as really demand- 
ed as in the case of a Christian Pas- 
tor. Though the sphere is less exten- 
sive, it is one that requires an account 
of stewardship, in which the question 
of faithfulness or unfaithfulness will 
be similarly affecting. Think' of this, 
friendly father, when you look upon 
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the objects of your special charge, that 
they are to be fitted for usefulness and 
for heaven. 

The training requisite implies that 
you should feel that those children 
belong to the Creator. It implies that 
your solicitude for each should be 
more for the soul than for the body, 
and more for the heart than for the 
intellect Tea, it implies that they 
should be educated "for glory, and 
honor, and immortality." 

2. How essential is parental piety ! 

A teacher, it is manifest, ought to 
understand the principles which he 
inculcates. Especially is it so in re- 
gard to practical concerns, where the 
happiest of illustrations is that of ex- 
ample. How are children to be con- 
ducted in the path of holiness, unless 
their guides are conversant with the 
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way? How are they to be taught 
religious duties, and persuaded to per- 
form them, without a pattern of piety 
before their eyes? True, they may 
be told the externals of obedience 
and instructed to observe them, par*- 
ti^y at least; but if &ei:e is npt a 
loye of devotion apparent, what ip the 
tendency of such tuition ? Jjudge ye, 
according to facts as they appe^ar; 
will our children naturally wish to be 
more serious fkm ourselves ? Though 
they may be saved, in truth, aside 
firom our agency, how desirable is it 
that their appointed guardians should 
be faithful to God, and faithful to 
them ! How important to posterity^ 
yea, how important to all parties^ that 
every parent should be personally 

pioua 

3. How eligible is the condition of a 
pious family. 
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• Suppose a household regulated by 
the rules which this subject teaches, 
and enjoying the legitimate influence 
of tifeie same. Where Will you look 
for a fairer scene ? The Family Bible 
is visible as you enter the houise, and 
oflier copies of the Scriptures for 
young and old. The father and 
mother, by divine grace, are both 
righteous befOTe God, and their be- 
loved offspring, as they advance, are 
following in their footsteps. What a 
goodly group of congenial spirits! 
Look in upon their sanctuary, not as 
wi intruder, but as a friend; for if 
anjrwhere there is expansive social 
affection, it is there. See how religioA 
hallows home ! There is prayer in the 
morning, and thanksgiving at table, 
and devotional services again at night 
The intercourse of those minds is in 
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like manner rational. Their conver- 
sation is in heaven. Though not in* 
diflferent to the movements of the busy 
world around them, nor ignorant of 
the intelligence of the day ; they are 
in a higher sense acquiring informa- 
tion, and thus preparing themselves 
for celestial society. Are there dear 
ones dead that once bended the knee 
with them in obedience to Grod at the 
domestic altar, the remembrance of 
such is a balm to their spirits, and an 
incentive to diligence as " followers of 
them who through faith and patience 
inherit the promises." Herfce, the 
evening hymn, though bereft of some 
familiar voices which formerly im- 
parted spirit to its strains, is sung with 
the sweet impression still that those 
powers are better employed above. 
How deUghtful to think, how delight- 
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fal to speak of friends who have thus 
gone before us to their rest ! 

I might here allude to the observ- 
ance of the Sabbath, and the ordi- 
nances of the gospel, which charac- 
terize religious families ; but it seemed 
preferable at this time to bring to view 
their daily duties and habitual privi- 
leges. In this point of light, how 
truly eligible is their condition ! They 
are travellers together to mount Zion. 
Day by day, within doors and with- 
out, they can confer upon the things 
of the kingdom of God, with contin- 
ual interest and glorious anticipation. 
Yea, beUeving in Christ, they may 
mutually rejoice with joy unspeakable 
and fuU of glory. Happy, indeed, if 
this be the description of your own 
beloved family, as heirs together of 
the grace of life ! What benefits in 

6 
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experience — what bleBsLngs in pnod- 
pect ! Who can describe, or conceive 
the bliss of parents and children meet- 
ing in heaven ? 



PSALM. 

Let childveu hear the mighty deeda, 
Whicli God performed of old ; 

Which in oar jromnger years we aair, 
And which oar fathers told. 

He bids ns make his glories known 
His works of power and grace ; 

And well convey his wonders down 
Through every rising race. 

Oor lips shall tell them to onr sons, 

And they again to theirs, 
That generations yet unborn 

May teach them to their heirs. 

Thus shall they learn, in God alone 
Their hope securely stands. 

That they may ne'er fbi^et his works. 
But practise his commands. 



LECTURE m. 

EPHB8IAN8 6: 1. Childreii,obej70iur parent! in theLoid: 
fbr thift is right 

The truth inculcated in this plain 
passage^ is, that it is the duty of chUr 
dren to be obedient to their parents.^ 

Nothing in the Bible is clearer than 
thisi that the young should be subject 
to parental authority. It is repre- 
sented at the same time not only as 
suitable, but as being an actual benefit 
to them. ^^ Honor thy father and 
mother^ (which is the first command- 
ment with promise,) that it may b^ 

* A simflar obligation exists, in regard to matten, 
miftvoiseti and guardians. 
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well with thee J and thou maye$t live long 
on the earthr This therefore is an 
essential point, both as respects the 
obUgation and the inducement. It 
was indeed the first command on the 
second table of the law; and the 
assurance given in connection with 
it, is abundantly substantiated by facts. 
Who will deny the general principle, 
that those children fare best in the 
world, who are obedient to their pa- 
rents? Has not dutifulness been so 
followed with the favor of Heaven, 
and disobedience so seriously visited 
with divine displeasure, that com- 
mon observation confirms this senti- 
ment? 

The Chinese even, debased as they 
are in other respects, have such opin- 
ions in regard to this, " that they erect 
public monuments and triumphal 



arches in honor of those children 
who have given proof of great filial 
affection."^ Though no such custom 
is prevalent among ChristianSi it is 
nevertheless certain that every one 
has a pecuUar esteem for those who 
are obedient to their parents^ and a 
proportionate dislike of such as are 
rebellious. The Scriptures indeed 
assure us, that disobedience to paren- 
tal authority is eminent wickednessi 
and shall be punished accordingly* 
" The eye that mocketh at his father, 
and despiseth to obey his mother, the 
ravens of the valley shall pick it out, 
and the young eagles shall eat if 
The meaning is, that the penalty for 
such misconduct shall be severe. 
If domestic discipline is insufficient 
to prevent or punish the offence, it 
will be matter of serious providential 

6* 
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chastisement God observes how^ 
children regard their parents. He 
notices indeed their feeUngs, as well 
as their conduct Though they should 
succeed therefore in deceiving their 
father or mother, it will not prevail in 
respect to him. They may be out of 
sight of their parents, and for that 
reason may venture to disobey them ; 
but they are never away from divine 
inspection, and are never where the 
infinite Spirit is not If therefore 
they occasionally escape correction 
for their faults, it is by no means cer- 
tain that they will continue unpun- 
ished. "Be sure your sin will find 
you out'' 

Many who have come to a miser- 
able end, have acknowledged then 
that the wicked courses which brought 
them to it, commenced with their 
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contempt of parental authority. On 
the other hand, many who have risen 
to desirable eminence, and com- 
manded the respect of admiring mul- 
titudes, were noted in childhood as 
being obedient Hence, it was not 
surprising to the mother of Washing- 
ton that he became a distinguished 
man, because he had been, as she 
happUy knew, an obedient boy. 
Pompey, the Great, first signalized 
himself by fidelity to his father. Yea, 
he prevented his being assassinated 
in his tent, and that even at the 
known exposure of his own life. One 
of the gates of the camp had already 
been forced open, and the process of 
the conspiracy was fearfully advanc- 
ing, when the youthful hero threw 
himself upon his back and told the 
soldiers that they should not desert 
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their commander without treading his 
body to death. The appeal was ef- 
fectual, and was followed by such 
addresses as availed to the reconcile* 
ment of the insurgents. 

A youth in Sweden, whose father 
was about to be put to death, inter* 
ceded for him at the feet of ihe 
judge, and prayed that he might be 
allowed to suffer in his father's stead. 
The magistrate was confounded. That 
father was released ; and the son re- 
ceived a title of honor. Yea, his 
majesty the king was so affected by 
the occurrence, that he appdinted the 
youth to the office of his private sec- 
retary. Ah, the truth is, that good 
boys are the ones that become trust- 
worthy men, and divine Providence 
is pleased to give them preferment 

So important indeed is the duty 
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of filial obedience, that failure in re- 
spect to it is obnoxious to the cen* 
sure and condemnation of the law. 
" Cursed be he that setteth light by 
his father or his mother. And all the 
people shall say, Amen." Did you 
ever observe what prominence is 
given to this matter in the Scriptures ? 
If not, just consult the book of Deut- 
eronomy. It will there be seen, that 
this despising of parents is a sin so 
heinous that it stands next to the of- 
fence of disobeying the Creator? 
Yes, according to the principles of 
the Levitical Law, if a person abused 
his parents, either in deed or word, 
he was to be put to death. Of 
course, then, there must be peculiar 
guilt involved in any such act of 
transgression. And who, in the ex- 
ercise of a good conscience, can 
think otherwise ? 
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The act however, of cnrsing one*» 
father or mother, it i» proper to re- 
mark, Ib not the beginning of this 
kind of sin, but cme of its extremei^ 
towards which there £» BXk idarming 
fmdency. Sok>mon^ that wisest of 
men and of magistrates, aatd who wa9 
himself withsd a very dmtifiid son^ 
ba& expressed the eonseqm^ce in 
tremendous tenms. ^'Whosa cwnietk 
Im fkther or mo4iher, hi9 lamp shi^ 
be pot out in obscure darkn€ds;'* 
What a result of filial disobedience! 
An ^dutiful child becomes thus 
wicked by degrees. There is no^ 
ing unusual in his character at first, 
to distinguish him firom others. There 
is but the depmvity which is com^ 
mon to the offspring of Adam. Yet 
the development, aside firom positive 
restraints^ is decidedly progressive. 
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That child begii»9 to disi<egai!d the 
indtructions ^f his parents, and to 
slight their commands in things rela- 
tively trivial. Step by step, howevey, 
he advances, till he is prepared to 
scorn them to the &ce. At length ha 
attains that hardness of heart by 
which he can execrate the y^oy be- 
ings who ^re him birth. He uses 
towards them opprobrious kqgaage, 
and invents mischief perhaps upon 
their venerable heada Yes, in viola- 
tion of all the principles of common 
gratitude and of natural affection, he 
so conducts as to render them mise- 
rable who have been laboring inces- 
santly to effect his welfare ! 

Yet such a course of wickedness is 
not without its appropriate penalty. 
An individual cannot thus harden 
himself against his parents, and 



68 FIRESIDE LECTURES. 

against the Almighty, and continue 
to prosper. His hmvp^ it is said, that 
is, Ms Ufe^ shall he put out in obscvre 
darkness. His success, as it seems to 
him, shall be of short duration. His 
reputation shall be that of an infa- 
mous man. His example may serve 
to procure for himself the sorest evils 
he has inflicted upon others. And at 
all events the close of such a career 
will be attended with reflections and 
forebodings which are fearfully un- 
welcome. This, to say the least, is 
the decided tendency of filial disobe- 
dience. It is therefore a confirmation 
of the truth here maintained, that 
children ought to obey their parents. 

But it is time to consider what this 
duty mainly implies. 

1. It implies becoming Jilial affec- 
tion. Love is the basis of this obedi- 
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ence, and such love as is dne from a 
child to its devoted parents. Who 
can estimate the amount of indebted- 
ness ? Who can express the full de- 
mands of obligation? Ah, who can 
tell how much any one ought to love 
his father or mother ? 

2. It impUes correspondent filial 
respect. The regard due to parents is 
evidently pecuUar. Their opinions 
are to be held in special estimation, 
and their persons are to be esteemed 
in an eminent degree. It is not 
merely natural, but it is right. Let 
circumstances be what they may, 
there is reason for respecting a father 
or mother, on account of the relation 
itself The honor which God has put 
upon them as parents, is a distinction 
which should be marked in every 

7 
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mind as entitUng them to appropriate 
veneration. 

3. It implies JiUci submimon. Rei^ 
erence is here had to that period of 
life during i^^hich children are lawfully 
subject to parental authority. Their 
wishes should then yield to the will 
of those who are thus placed over 
them. Yea, so long as they are " un- 
der age," they are morally obUgat^d 
to submit to the governmetit of their 
parents. That is law. That is gos- 
pel. " Children^ obey your parents^ 
Prefer not a course at rcaiance with 
this precept, 'and presume not upon 
your own superior judgment 

I am here supposing authority 
which is subordinate to the will of 
God -i— parental government which 
respects his government — and that 
therefore accords with Christian prin- 
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ciplea It is ivith a distinct recoliec* 
tioa of the terms of the text : '^ Chil*^ 
dren, obey your parents in the Lord/' 
Thus considered, there is ample as* 
sorance that tku is right. Such che^ 
dience should be yielded with cheer* 
fulness and constancy, and that with 
regard not only to religion, but to all 
the ordinary affiiirs of life. The com* 
mands of piurents, in other words, are 
to be received as law. Yea, the gen* 
eral principle of duty in the case, is 
to do precisely as they direct There 
is opportunity therefore day by day, 
and hour after hour, for the exercise 
ct fiUal obedience. In Uttle things, 
as well as large ones, let there be a 
disposition to comply with the known 
rules of parental authority. Indeed, 
to obey in everything, is the compre- 
hensive requisition. No child can be 
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considered as truly obedient any 
further than this is his constant pur- 
pose. When parents are away, as 
much as when they are present, this 
aim is equally obligatory. Those 
children only who mean to please 
them in all respects, as concerns the 
matter of obedience, are entitled to 
the commendation of being good. 
Ah, it is a bad boy, or a bad girl, that 
is willing to do anything, any where, 
which is designed 'to displease its fa- 
ther or mother. 

Yet there is reason to suspect that 
some of those who are now addressed 
are in the habit of violating this sa- 
cred precept They do things, per- 
haps, almost every day, which they 
know their parents disapprove. What 
child indeed is unable to recollect 
such instances of disobedience within 
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a week ? Think of your conduct, at 
home and abroad, wherever you have 
|>een, and whatever you have been 
doing; and see if there be not some- 
thing amiss! What was the mean- 
ing of that pouting lip, and that sul« 
len expression, and that reluctant 
movement, when your mother re- 
quired some simple duty ? Ah, I am 
sorry to say it, but I fear there is 
wrong erf which you are conscious 
when put to the inquiry ! Yea, there 
are some children, it is evident, who 
care very little for the pleasure of 
their parents at any time. They act, 
at least, as though they had not the 
slightest disposition to comply with 
their wishes. See them anywhere, 
and it seems as though they had 
forgotten whom they are to obey. At 
any rate, they mean to serve their 

7* 
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own will first Yes, they have always 
something else to do, previous to per- 
forming what is bidden them. No 
command, therefore, is executed at 
the time, if ever. Is this right ; or is 
it wrong? Is there any proper obe- 
dience in delay ? What is it to obey, 
if not to comply as promptly as prac- 
ticable ? Do, then, directly what your 
parent requires. Yea, do it habitually, 
and with a willing mind. That, you 
may be sure, is the rule of right 

ChUdren may regard this a severe 
requirement ; but I hope they will be 
satisfied that it is perfectly reasonable. 
Let them consider the manifest indi- 
cations of duty. 

The main reason why chUdren 
should obey their parents, is that 
which accompanies the command 
before us, viz. that it is right. That 
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is sufficient authority for anything. 
Know that a given course is right, 
and you need not hesitate to approve 
it This matter therefore, determined 
as it is by the wUl of God, which 
never errs, is one of reasonable obli- 
gation. Every intelligent conscience 
assents to it Yea, there are consider- 
ations which sufficiently explain why 
parents should govern, and why chil- 
dren should obey. 

1. Children are naturally dependent 
upon their parents. They are unable, 
of course, to take care of themselves. 
Others must support them, and pro- 
tect them, or they die. Hence the 
arrangement of divine Providence 
entrusts this office of affection to 
parents. They must sustain their 
children, and supply their wants, and 
direct their education, and care for 
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them as no one otherwise can. Their 
having to do this, renders it necessary 
that they should exercise complete 
authority. It is evidently suitable that 
they should do so. It is as much their 
duty, indeed, to govern, as it is to feed 
or clothe their offspring ; for the com- 
mandment of Grod is based upon the 
fact of its perfect fitness. Nor is it 
possible to accomplish the best pur- 
poses of education, without respect to 
this fundamental principle. 

As parents therefore are authorized 
to require, yea, are enjoined to require 
filial obedience, children have not a 
right to resist or resent it. They them- 
selves, in fact, have this conviction; 
for there is that within them which 
acknowledges its propriety. Yes, every 
child here addressed is actually con- 
scious that he ought to submit to 
parental government. 
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2. Children are deeply indebted to 
their parents. 

They owe them, probably, more 
than they will ever be able to pay. 
Yea, though they should do their ut- 
most to recompense parental care and 
kindness, they will be likely still to re- 
main in debt Why, it is such an 
amount that we cannot compute it! 
Who can tell me how much toil, and 
fatigue, and anxiousness, that father has 
endured for his children ever since they 
were bom ? And mother, still more, 
how assiduously has she watched, and 
prayed, and labored for those loved 
ones ! Ah, it is impossible to express 
the fuU measure of this unpaid devot- 
edness ! Ought not children, then, to 
honor their parents ? Ought they not 
habitually and sincerely to obey them ? 
What in the world is right, if this is 
not? 
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3, ChUdren are specially profited by 
this suitable subjection to parental au- 
thority. 

They are liable, as is known, to in- 
numerable mistakes, even when they 
mean to do right, and besides all this, 
they are disposed to gratify their pres- 
ent wishes altogether too much for 
their actual benefit. They desire 
many things which would be directly 
injurious, and in that way would ruin 
themselves, if they were lejft unre- 
strained. For that reason, God has 
kindly provided that their parents 
should ohoose for them. It is with 
the understanding that they are more 
competent, and that their experience 
and foresight will render them judi- 
cious. Yea, it is his will that they 
should govern, and guide, because it 
is best for their children, and for all 
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concerned. It is apparent tlierefbre, 
vrhy a father, with all his fimdness, is 
erer disposed to chastise his child* It 
is not because he lores to do lit, but 
because the discharge of that dis- 
agreeable dutjr is essential to the 
benefit of the ofiender. Thus the af- 
fectionate mother is constrained occa- 
sionally to chide her little one, that by 
correcting its faults she may prevent 
severer future ili All those processes 
of prudent discipline are fitted to efiect 
incalculable benefit They conduce 
to the happiness not only of childhood, 
but of every subsequent period of life. 
Yea, it is an advantage 'to an individ- 
ual as long as he livesi to havd been 
faithfully guided and governed at 
home. Let this truth, then^ be re* 
membered as a motive to obedience : 
^ It is good for a man that he bear the 
yoke in his youth." 
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The subject suggests an affecting 
contrast, with which to conclude. It 
is the vast difference between obedi- 
ent aild disobedient children. , Let the 
view embrace a specimen of each. 
Look at them separately, with candid 
attention. 

1. How pitiable an object is a diso- 
bedient child ! 

There may be no physical deformity, 
no intellectual defect, aqd no want es- 
sential to animal comfort, to be de- 
plored. So far from this, there may 
be comeliness of person, and excel- 
lence of intellect, and a surplus of the 
means of subsistence and gratification. 
Yea, there may be the accumulated 
advantages which elevated parentage 
is supposed to confer. Let there be 
wealth, and honor, and fashion, and 
pleasure, in all their popular forms of 
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distinction, surrounding and paofiper- 
ing that favorite child. Still he is to 
be pitied, sincerely pitied ; for he has 
withal an ungoverned temper which 
will be worse to him than seven 
plagues. To say the least, there is 
reason to fear that he will suffer ex- 
ceedingly from this source, and wiU 
be occasion of incalculable injury to 
others. The probability, thus far, is 
that he will be neither desirable as a 
relative, or citizen, or Christian. " A 
child left to himself bringeth his 
mother to shame." Unaccustomed to 
submission, where the duty is most 
manifest, and when it is least difficult, 
is it probable that he will ever be 
otherwise than obstinate? Do not 
facts inform us that such a childhood 
is a fearful augury of ill ? As regards 
therefore both the present and the 

8 
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future, how seriously depknrable is 
that conditioh ! 

2. How deUghtfttl an object is an 
obedient thild ! 

What though there be no special 

beauty, of form, or feature, or apparel- 
ing ? What though there be no pe^ 
cuUar briUiancy of intellectual gifta^ 
or of external accomplishment ? Ah, 
what though everything of circum- 
stance and association affords evi- 
dence of humble birth and poverty ? 
There is notwithstanding, what is 
eminently desirable, loveliness of 
epintj appropriate demeanor, and a 
disposition that abounds with bless- 
ings! Well, therefote, may the pro- 
verb be repeated, " A wise son maketh 
a glad father." Yea, " Thy father and 
thy m(ak& shall be glad.^^ This is a 
toiith Which is confiimed by universal 
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experience and observation. Filial 
obedience is, in fact, one of the fairest 
evidences of wisdom. It is an indi- 
cation of good, of more value than 
can be told. Yes, it has rich rewards 
in experience asxi in prospect Who 
does not love an obedient child? 
Who does not predict its future wel- 
fare? Who does not regard it a 
hopeful candidate for glory, and honor, 
and immortality ? 

Happy am I, if this last sketch is a 
description of those whom I address. 
Aye, happy are they-^^nd happy 
are their parents! Let this, my 
young friends, be th^ reality, and you 
have promise of abundant recom- 
pense. Remember, therefore, the pre- 
cept and the assurance : " Children, 
obey your parents in the Lord; for 
this is right" 
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HYMN. 

Te clnldren, hear tbe voice 
Of Goodness from above ; 

Obey your parents in the Lord, 
And keep that law of love. 

Their care for you has blest 
Yoor young hearts with delight f^ 

And never till thej^^^HCTrest, ^Z 
Will you their love requite. ^ 

Yet yours may be the gain. 
To follow their commands, 

And favcnr of your €rod obtain. 
Who holds you in his hands* 

Bis eye, with kind regard. 
Submissive souls surveys ; 

Nor will they fail of their reward. 
While he prolongs their daya. 

His pleasure is to bless 

The duteous and mild : 
Sure are his gracious promises 

To each obedient child. 



H. 



LECTURE IV. 

SOLICITUDE OF PIOUS P-iBBNTB. 

Genesis 17: 18. And Abraham said unto God, tha| 
Ishmael might live before thee 1 

This was the prayer of a pioij/9 
parent for his youthful son. What 
an expression of feeUng, and of earn, 
est entreaty! It means, of course, 
something more than that kh natural 
life should be preserved ; for there is 
no intimation that it was spedally en- 
dangered Yet ioosmuch as God 
was promising the patriarch a dis- 
tinguished posterity, through the me- 
dium of one hereafter to be born, the 
faithful fiither took occasion to irequest 

8* 
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that the child now living might not be 
an outcast His petition was, that 
Ishmael might live in favor with 
Heaven, a humble, holy, and useful 
life; that he might be a blessing to 
his family, and to the world. This, 
at least, may be regarded as implied, 
however expressed in the language 
of the prayer, so remarkably compre- 
hensive. It has reference undoubt- 
edly.to religious character, and to 
that indeed mainly. O that Ishmael 
might live before thee ! 

The truth thus introduced to our 
attention, is that pious parents spedatty 
desire the salvation of their children. 

The fact, as such, is clearly indis- 
putable. Abraham, though a re- 
markable man in point of fidelity to 
Grod and his household, was not the 
only one ever exercised with this 
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feeling. The supposition is, that 
every devout spirit, in similar circum- 
stances, will have something of the 
same emotion. If the salvation of 
a child was an object so desirable 
in his estimation, it is an object in- 
teresting to other parents spiritually 
related to the father of the faithful. 
We know, indeed, that such solicitude 
was common to those ancient worthies 
whose example is recorded for our 
imitation. Isaac, and Jacob, and 
Joseph, and David, with numerous 
others whose names live in sacred 
history, were all intent upon the sal- 
vation of their offspring. Mothers, 
in fact, as well as fathers, are found 
in the number. Hence, it is men- 
tioned as the favored privilege of 
Timothy, that he had a faithful 
mother, and a devoted grandmother, 
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and therefore &at from his childhood 
he had known the holy Scriptures. 
This, probably, was the reason why 
he was prepared to be a Christiaa 
minister so early in life. What 
prayers were poured over his very in* 
fancy ! What care and skill watched 
and guided the development of bis 
childhood! What patience withal, 
and pious assiduity, conducted him 
along through all ^' the slippery paths 
of youth ! " Thrice happy parents — 
well were ye rewarded for your fidel- 
ity! 

Nor is the present age destitute of 
dmilar examples. Who has not 
known parents in like manner af- 
fected for their children ; whose main 
solicitude seemed to be, that they might 
serve the Lord in the present world, 
and thus attain to everlasting life? 
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Not that they were negligent of minor 
concerns ; but that they regarded this 
the one thing needful, seeking first, 
for their ofispring, as well as for them- 
selves, " the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness." Ah, I have witnessed 
the moving muscles of a father's 
face, and the rapid streaming of a 
mother's eye, when fondness was per- 
forming the last offices of parental 
sympathy; yet if ever I have ob- 
served abiding anxiousness on the 
part of parents, it has been with 
reference to the conversion of their 
children. There is that desire incor- 
porated with the sentiments of a 
godly soul, which will exhibit itself 
sometimes by signals that are indis- 
putable. Yea, many have had evi- 
dence of it this morning, in earnest 
prayers at home : " O that our off* 
spring might live before thee ! " 
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Presuming, however, that a fact so 
familiar will not be questioned, 1 pro- 
ceed to specify some reasons why 
pious parents thus desire the salva* 
tion of their children* 

1. The importance of the object efe- 
mcmds it. 

To considerate minds this is per- 
fectly obvious. If it be important 
that children should be trained to 
habits that fit them for respectability 
here, as none will deny; it is mani* 
festly more so, immensely more so, 
that their training should qualify them 
for an honorable immortality. This 
life, at the longest, is but the infancy 
of their existence ; and yet, as yoii 
are aware, it is to establish their 
character and their condition for in-' 
terminable ages. Yes, whether they 
shall shine as stars in the firmament 
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of glory, or sink amid the blackness of 
darkness forerer, is a question to be 
decided by their earthly career. It 
iB of little consequence therefore, 
comparatively, whether they are sig- 
nalized or otherwise in popular esti- 
mation. The great alternative is of 
such superior moment, that everything 
else is relatively trivial If they prove 
themselves the fnends of God, and 
the friends of humanity, by a faithful 
course of Christian obedience, their 
inheritance will be that of the ju^ 
made perfect, and their memorial 
precious beyond expression. Yet if 
they disregard the service of God, 
and persist in pursuing the path of 
impenitence, there is evU inevitable, 
which parent€il affection cannot avert. 
Yea, there are those who know this 
as the burden of their spirits ! 
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What is the advantage of that edu- 
cation, expensive as it may be, which 
omits the essential principles of re- 
ligion? Though parents employ 
their utmost exertions to render their 
children accomplished, as it is 
termed, and then toil through life to 
leave them an inheritance of earthly 
treasures ; what does it avail, without 
a better portion ? What will reward 
a father's industry, or a mother's care, 
in the final event, if that industry and 
that care have provided merely for 
the present Ufe? Who, indeed, will 
bless the memory of those who have 
given their ofiispring no better instruc- 
tions than the example and precepts 
of a selfish ambition ? 

How preferable, therefore, is that 
process of training which estimates the 
value of the better part ! If the soul 
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be saved, what an object is secured ? 
Yes, though it were attained at the 
sacrifice of everything secular, it 
would be nevertheless everlasting 
gain! Such is the Saviour's delib- 
erate declaration, and, of course, a 
principle which it is proper to con- 
sult Christian parents, in so doing, 
are influenced by a regard to the 
importance of the object. 

2. Appropriate sympathy prompts to 
the same. 

Parental affection, when sanctified 
by grace, naturally assumes this form 
of solicitude. It is a consequence 
resulting from the social economy 
which God has established. Such 
are the laws of human relationship, 
that for parents not to feel a lively 
interest in the welfare of their chil- 
dren, is indicative of gross dehn- 

9 
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quency. " If any provide not for his 
own, and especially for those of his 
own house, he hath denied the faith, 
and is worse than an infidel" What, 
then, shall be said of those who are 
inattentive to the salvation of their 
offspring? Have they themselves 
any part or lot in this matter ? How 
can they be considered the children 
of Abraham, or Christian believers, 
who are thus remiss in parental faith- 
fulness ? 

Nature and Revelation happily 
harmonize in support of the truth, 
that they who are bone of our bone, 
and flesh of our flesh, have peculiar 
claims upon our sympathetic interest. 
Whatever we regard as eminently 
desirable, will certainly for the same 
reasons be so regarded with reference 
to them. Inasmuch therefore as be- 
lieving parents appreciate the excel- 
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lence of personal piety, they will be 
specially anxious that their children 
should participate in the like precious 
faith. 

Another reason is, — 3. A conviction 
of personal responaibleness. It is not 
posdble for parents to avoid the obli- 
gation which results from this relation. 
Howeyer they may consider it, it is a 
serious concern. They are emphat- 
ically, their children's keepers. Though 
they cannot accomplish all that is es- 
sential to their salvation, they have a 
charge respectmg it which is of signal 
fiignificance. It is that of using their 
best endeavors to subserve the pur- 
pose here supposed. Indeed if there 
is a class of persons in the world who 
are accountable for the character of 
others, that class embraces all who 
are entrusted with the care of chil- 
dren. 
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Serious, however, as it is, no godly- 
father or mother would wish to be 
released from this conviction of re- 
sponsibleness. It may cost them many 
a pang, it is true, to anticipate that 
imavoidable scrutiny to which their 
stewardship will hereafter be sub- 
jected. Yet they would not for the 
world get rid of the impression that 
they are thus accountable unto Grod. 
No. Rather would they suffer all the 
solicitude it involves, than lose sight 
of the fact that they are thus answera- 
ble for the character of their offspring. 
It is because such consequences are 
connected with the question of their 
fidelity. How can they bear to think 
of standing at the judgment-seat of 
Chrifit, without being prepared to say, 
assured of acceptance, " Here, Lord, 
am I, and the children thou hast given 
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tne ! " Can they endure the thonght 
that any of these should be disowned ? 
Can they imagine such an event, as 
attributable in the least to their own 
unfaithfulness — and not experience a 
yearning of spirit, that grace may now 
interpose to prevent it ? Not a saint 
says, No. It is reasonable, therefore, 
that pious parents should specially de- 
sire the salvation of their children. 

We are thus prepared to consider, 
in the third place, how pious parents 
will manifest this solicitude, or what 
course they will pursue relative to the 
salvation of their children. 

1. They will study to know their duty 
in the case. Heeding, as they do, the 
urgent promptings of affection and 
conscience, they will seek for suitable 
and practical direction. The very 
thought indeed of being personally 

9* 
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responsible, implies the supposition of 
something to be done, and of some- 
thing to be done adapted to the object. 
Feeling, therefore, this indisputable 
consciousness of obUgation, such pa- 
rents will naturally search the Scrip- 
tures, and give their minds to appro- 
priate reflection, and carry the inquiry 
to the very Source of Ught, "ior«^ 
what wilt thou have me to do? " 

Hence, 2. They wiU make it an 
object of earnest prayer and personal 
exertion. 

Aware that their own agency is at 
best deficient, they will endeavor to 
avail themselves of that influence 
which is effectual They will look to 
him who is "mighty to save," and 
will implore his blessing in terms of 
strong and importunate entreaty. Yes, 
they will petition the throne of grace. 
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" Praying always with all prayer and 
supplication in the Spirit, and watch- 
ing thereunto with all perseverance." 
O what intercessions do faithful fathers 
and mothers present in behalf of their 
beloved offspring! Who that has 
heard their fervent appeals, can doubt 
their desire that their children may 
be saved? 

Yet there is associated with accept- 
able prayer, a mode of action which 
attests its sincerity. In this case, if 
practicable, it is that of direct and 
affectionate address. To suppose that 
parents are unable to converse with 
their children upon the subject of sal- 
vation, is to suppose what is contrary 
to the plainest principles of social 
existence. On what other matter of 
interest are they mute ? Do they not 
speak with freedom on whatever is 
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felt to be essential to their advantage ? 
What can be more easy than the 
familiar conference of mother and 
daughter, or sire and son ? If there- 
fore parents are affected as has now 
been described — if their own souls 
are alive to the punsuit of glory — they 
will give utterance to their feelings, 
fervid with love, to enlist their offspring 
in the heavenly course. Yea, they 
will give expression to those senti- 
ments of desire and soUcitude, in terms 
of serious counsel and entreaty, and 
in tones that open heart to heart 

3« Tkejf wiU summon to their aid 
such suitable facilities as the word and 
providence of God seem to sanction. 

Provided a parent finds it diflScult 
to give all that instruction which 
appears desirable, there are means of 
supplying this lack of service, happily 
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adapted to his assistance. What val- 
uable auxiliaries on every hand ! The 
sanctuary, the Sabbath School, and 
social meetings for spiritual improve- 
ment, afford line upon line, and pre- 
cept upon precept, in such succession, 
that a man is asleep at noonday who 
sighs at his ignorance of duty. Re- 
ligious reading, at the same time, is so 
accessible, that something suitable 
may be obtained for almost every, 
imaginable occasion. Be the emer- 
gency what it may, there is a produc 
tion of the Christian press to meet it 
Whether the young or the old are to 
be addressed, in whatever variety of 
character or circumstance, there is 
abundant provision for the purpose. 
Every day is replenishing the sacred 
treasury which seeks to relieve the 
moral wants of the world. Pious pa- 
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rents, accordingly, will furnish their 
families with religious reading suited 
to their circumstances and necessities^ 
Yea, their interests for time, as well as 
for eternity, are in favor of the invest- 
ment. There need be no doubt of it 
It costs far more to pay taxes to Mam- 
mon, to bear the burdens imposed by 
irreligion, than it would to supply our 
children generously with books and 
periodicals sufficient for the purpose of 
Christian education. 

4. Pious parents wiU endeavor to 
restrain their children from the per- 
mcious influences to which they are 
liable. 

' The paths of childhood and youth 
are beset Mrith numerous subtle snares 
and temptations. Consequently, an 
important part of domestic discipline, 
is to guide and guard with reference 
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to these perils. It wonld be of little 
service indeed to give occasional les- 
sons of religious instruction, if there 
were no restraint imposed upon prac- 
tice. The tendencies to sin are in fact 
too strong to be held in check withoixt 
the exercise of actual authority. " Evil 
communications corrupt good man- 
ners." Special care therefore should 
be exercised by all means to avoid 
them. Neither places, nor company, 
nor amusements should be patronized, 
which tend to cherish the vicious pro- 
pensities, or even to obliterate the 
outlines of innocence. Hence, chil- 
dren are to be taught, not to walk in 
the counsel of the ungodly, nor stand 
in the way of sinners, nor sit in the 
seat of the scornful. Such situations 
are positively objectionable. Though 
there may be pretexts of advantage 
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associated with some of these modifi- 
cations of intercourse, there are known 
dangers, never to be forgotten. If 
what is termed a knowledge of the 
worldj cannot be obtained except at 
the exposure and expense of the soul, 
let that accomplishment be Umited. 

Yet whatever is essential to intelli- 
gence, or refinement, may be acquired 
without recourse to scenes or society 
that are spiritually injurious. Chris- 
tian education is competent to em- 
brace everything necessary to excel- 
lence in either. All should thus 
harmonize with the sublime inquiry, 
What course of conduct is agreeable to 
the will of God? No one, evidently, 
has a right to adopt a different stand- 
ard, in either a personal or parental 
capacity. " Whether therefore ye eat, 
or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all 
to the glory 6f God." 
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APPLICATION. 

To heads of families, this subject 
addresses itself, with an urgency which 
is at once perceptible. The relation 
they sustain is peculiarly aflfecting to 
themselves and to their offspring. In 
its influence, it reaches far beyond the 
failing fortunes of this sublunary life, 
and touchesnterests th at will never 
terminate. What importance there- 
fore attaches to the truth, that training 
here is training for eternity ! Immor- 
tal minds are thus receiving a cast 
which will affect their condition for- 
ever. How desirable that the process 
should all be preparatory to an exalted 
sphere of service 8uid blessedness! 
Fathers and mothers, be exhorted to 
fidelity. By as much as you are re- 

10 
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sponsible — by as much as you are 
affectionate — and by as much as you 
are interested in the final result — be 
faithful to Ihe mnh <5pmmitted to your 
care ! 

Pious parents may be assui^ that 
the Grod of Abraham still heareth 
prayer. Whatever diflSiculti^ and 
discouragements m^y attend their 
efforts to train up their children ia the 
way they should go, there is this 
ground of confidence, prayer is availr 
vng. Its arguments are neither un- 
heard nor unheeded. This may yet 
be manifest, and manifert beyond all 
fear oar doubt, to your unutterable 
rejoicing. You may be sorrowing 
indeed, that seme of your household 
have wandered far from the principles 
of piety ; but remember for your com- 
fort, beloved firiends, that there is ^ 
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Power which can bring ereii prodigals 
home! Cease not to plead for the 
happy issue ; for it may be that this 
serious test of your faith is introduc- 
tory to unbounded thanksgiving f 

The children also of Christian pa* 
rents are addressed by this subject in 
no doubtful terms; This concern is 
one which relates to them in the most 
essential of all their interests. The 
sold, and its salvation-^ matter of so- 
licitude to firmest friends ; what can 
be more thoroughly effecting ? There^ 
is sympathy of hearts thai swell with 
^^otion, appealing to the compassion 
of i^fii^te Goodness I How can filial 
sensibility resist it ? Are you an im* 
penitent child of such parents ; yours 
is a condition which is seriously re« 
sponsible. Many prayers have been 
ofiered in your behalf, and many sigh^ 
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have been uttered in secret places, 
which, but for your unfaithfulness, had 
never agonized those generous spirits. 
Could you estimate, in truth, the tears 
that have been shed, and the seasons 
of sorrow that have been experienced 
on this account, you would hear the 
language of the text perpetually ring- 
ing in your ears, " O that might 

live before thee ! " Turn not away 
from this friendly appeal, but pause, 
and give it deUberate reflection. What 
would not your parents do to promote 
your advantage? What pains have 
they spared in providing for your 
comfort, or in eflfecting your improve- 
ment? Have they not tasked their 
energies, and that too at the sacrifice 
of self-indulgence, that they might see 
you prospered and prospering in life ? 
How reasonable therefore is their 



deepelf solicif i*de fof youir conversion 
to God! How absOTd would it be, 
were they to stitiggle thus earnestly 
for your happiness here, and yet not 
yearn for its continuance forever ! 

There are many, you know, who 
are not favored with such fidelity. 
How inestiranble is the inheritance of 
a Christian education! When will 
you learn to appreciate the privilege ? 
Must a mother's eyes be closed in 
death, and a faither's head be pillowed 
in the grave, before you will recipro- 
cate their' warmest wishes ? Ah, will 
you hazard the conflict that is coming 
on, without their refuge as believers in 
Jesus ? Better enter the path of life 

— better follow theii" faithful example 

— better die the death of the right- 
eous ! Otherwise, you may be sure, 
it will result in keener remorse to your 

10* 
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spirit, and in deeper darkness to your 
eternal doom, that you were privileged 
on earth with pious parentage ! 



HYMN. 

How did the pions Abr^am pray 

For an ungodly son I 
My soul in thb accepted day, 

Would make his prayer my own. 

He could not clasp a sinful child, 
And lift no prayer above ; 

And sball my offspring be exiled 
From Grod my Father's love ? 

Shall cruel spirits drag them down 
To darkness and despair, 

Beneath Jehovah's angry fro¥m, 
To dwell forever there ? 

O Lord I the dreadful scene forbid, 
And let our faith revive ; 

If Abr'am might for Ishmael plead, 
The chosen seed may live. 



LECTURE V. 

YOUTHFUL PIETY. 

JsBBMiAH 3: 4. Wilt thoa not from this time cry onto 
me, My Father, thoa art the gnide of my youth ? 

Whatever may have been the par- 
ticular purpose of this address to the 
sons and daughters of Judah, I feel 
authorized to present it to the young 
before me, as a direct proposal from 
Heaven to them. It is, as you per- 
ceive, in the form of an expostulation, 
appealing to the best sensibilities of 
the spirit. What could be more ap- 
propriate or endearing? Mark the 
invitation ! How apt — how elo^ 
quent ! Imagine the Almighty bend- 
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ing from his throne on high,, and 
proposing to each youthful heart the 
entreaty, "Wilt thou not from this 
time cry unto me, My Father, thou 
art the guide of my youth ? " Was 
there ever a more benignant offer 
made to the erring children of men? 
Yet an offer it is, which requires 
thought and actual decision. Yes> 

^* Gfo-day, if ye will hear his Toice, 
Now 18 tihe time to ttiake your chcttce." 

It is important, of course, to ascer- 
tain. 

First. What is impUed in this 
friendly proposal. 

In respect to this, several points will 
be distinctly specified. 

1. To regard God as your guide, 
is to make yourself familiar with his 
word. 

This is the medium through which 
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he has revealed that knowledge of 
his character which is essential to 
obedience. In this therefore are we 
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It is recorded of Sir Matthew Hale, 
who was no less distinguished as a 
Chidstian than as a jurist, that ^ith 
all the pressure of his official business 
as chief justice of the king's bench, 
he was a daily I'eader of the Scrip- 
tures ; and that to secure this object, 
as matter of the first importance, he 
took an early hour in the morn- 
ing. 

It was the testimony of Robert, 
king of Sicily, that the holy books 
were dearer to him than his kingdom, 
and that if he were under the neces-* 
aty of resigning one or the other, it 
^ould be his diadem. 

Dr. Harris, of England, in all hiis 
wills, always renewed this legacy: 

" Item, I bequeath to all my children, 

• 

and children's children, to each of 
them, a Bible, with this inscription, 
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none ha C&mstJ^ What a bountiful 
bequest ! What blessings di4 it pre- 
dict for his descendants! Were pa- 
rents generally like-minded in regard 
to Ihe weMare of posterity, what 
wealth would descend from genera- 
tion to generation. 

The importance thus attached to 
the Scriptures of truth is by no means 
extravagant Beason and religion 
alike commend it. Yea, doubtles^i 
such as would address God as their 
father, and the guide of their youth, 
need first of all to acquaint themselves 
with his written word. It is the 
means which he haa provided for 
that purpose, the very course which 
he has prescribed as a directory to 
life. Whoever therefore would be 
delivered from the mazes of sin, cmd 
directed in the paths of pk^u^^wtness 
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and peace, and preserved from the 
numerous perik that surround him, 
would do well to acquaint himself 
with the oracles of Grod. "Where- 
withal shall a young man cleanse his 
way ? by taking heed thereto accord- 
ing to thy word." Take heed then 
to your conduct, as counseled by this 
Guide-Book, and you wiU experience 
the guardianship of the infinite Spir- 
it 

2. To regard God as your guide, 
is to seek his favor by earnest prayer. 
This is implied very clearly in the 
text " Wilt thou not from this time 
cry unto me, My Father, thou art the 
guide of my youth?" Prayer is m- 
deed the most explicit acknowledg- 
ment of God which we are capable 
of rendering. The very act supposes 
a conviction of dependence, of obli- 
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gation, and of need. Nor is there 
reason to doubt that most persons 
who find the peace of penitent and 
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faith it is impossible to please him: 
for he that cometh to God must be- 
lieve that he is, and that he is a re- 
warder of them that diligently seek 
him." All this consists with the most 
thorough consciousness of personal 
guilt ; for the reward is understood to 
be but an act of grace towards the 
unworthy. Yea, in the exercise of 
such faith, there is special reference to 
pardoning mercy. The substance of 
the suit is well expressed by the brief 
petition, " God be merciful to me a 
sinner." Ah, that is the prayer which 
brings the reply, " Be of good cheer ; 
thy sins be forgiven thee." It in- 
volves an assurance of justification 
by grace, throvgh the redemption that is 
in Christ Jesus. Let the suppliant 
soul depend upoa this, with a delibe- 
rate preference of God as its guide 
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forevermore, and a hope of glory may 
at once be cherished. Pardoned by 
the blood of the Lamb, it need have 
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rancement is that of actual perse* 
verance. You are to follow on to 
know the Lord; yea, by a patient 
continuance in well doing, to seek 
for glory, and honor, and immortality. 
Indeed, the very idea of a guide sup- 
poses some one whose directions you 
are to follow without deviation. Do- 
ing so, in this case, is walking with 
God. Obedience to the instructions 
of his word and Spirit is the main 
thing requisite. Thus commit thy 
way unto the Lord, and he shall 
direct thy steps. Humbly beseech 
him to lead you in the path of duty, 
and search the Scriptures for that 
purpose, and you will have the favor 
of his fatherly guidance. 

Nor need there be a suspicion that 
anything valuable is hazarded by this 
course. Our duty, in truth, never 
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runs counter to our real interest The 
eternal Father neither requires nor 
prohibits what is not on the whole 
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rious and jaflBictive events, "What I do, 
thou knowest not now, but thou shalt 
know hereafter." Sufficient is it for 
the present to know, that the provi- 
dence of God, as well as his word, is 
worthy of entire confidence. Both 
authorize the expectation of his pa- 
ternal guidance in answer to appropri- 
ate prayer. Nor need there be hesi- 
tancy in relying upon this privilege at 
once, if from this time thou cry unto 
him, " My Father, thou art the guide 
of my youth." 

To induce this decision, I propose 

Second. Several important motives. 

1. You need precisely such a guide. 

Every considerate youth must be 
aw;are that he is not competent to take 
care of himself. It is the testimony of 
experience, that sinful self is a miser- 
able master. How hard is it to sub- 
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due the passions! How extremely 
difficult to overcome temptation ! And 
how impotent is resolution, without 
help from Heaven, to resist the spirit- 
ual evils that surround us ! Who ever 
succeeded in gaining that ascendancy 
over his vicious propensities which 
gave assurance of standing firmly 
alone ? Who ever trod the path we 
travel, secure from danger, without a 
guide ? Ah, have you not sighed for 
some one to direct your failing foot- 
steps into the paths of purity and 
peace ? 

The aid of human friends however 
is insufficient They, like yourselves, 
are impotent to the task. Though 
they may assist in fortifying the exte- 
rior, and by precept and example may 
teach you to avoid the open pitfalls 
that lie in your way; they cannot 
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control the wanderings of desire, nor 
suppress the various cravings of appe- 
tite, nor ward oflf the secret assaults of 
sin. With all their precaution to 
shield you from harm, there will 
still be peril. Even when you seem 
to be secure, in an hour unsuspected 
you may sink, beyond the prospect of 
recovery. Ah, that mother who fan- 
cied her daughter so pure as to refute 
the idea of human depravity, found to 
her sorrow that she was not an angel ! 
Indeed there is no safety to the soul 
in all the provisions of worldly pru- 
dence. Character formed by the 
purest model, without divine grace, is 
a feeble structure reared upon the 
sand. The first rude blast, or the 
n<ext swollen tide may sweep it away. 
There is needed accordingly some 
better security than prudential max- 
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ims or human oversight can supply. 
A well informed and faithful saide. 
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conditional ; but it is at the same time 
benignant and encouraging. " If thou 
seek him, he will be found of thee : 
but if thou forsake him, he will cast 
thee oflf forever." Is it not enough that 
on such terms he proposes his favor ? 
Nay, is it not declarative of his willing- 
ness to be the guide of your youth, 
that there is such an overture as we 
are now considering? Yet it is con- 
sonant surely with the current import 
of Revelation. Hear that assurance 
in tones of truth and tenderness from 
Heaven, " I love them that love me ; 
and those that seek me early shall find 
me!" 

Do you say that you are extremely 
unworthy, and for that reason can 
hardly appropriate this encourage- 
ment? No doubt of your guilt. It 
is greater probably than you have 
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ever imagined. Yet look at the re- 
turning prodigal, in all his criminaUty 
and wretchedness, whose father met 
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may he infctci the ordy availing oppor^ 
tunity. 

Were it not so, the point would 
not be specified Though God has 
a right to every heart, and to all our 
time, he has benevolent reasons for 
whatever he proposes. Knowing as 
he does the necessities of sinners, all 
of whom are subject to his disposal, 
he condescends to adapt his terms to 
their advantage. Thus he comes to 
the young in the attitude of compas- 
sion, and entreats them by the value 
of his favor which is life, and his 
loving kindness which is better than 
life, to secure his guidance Avithout 
delay. He is aware of the dangers 
that attend their course, and of the 
fatal tendency of sinful habits, and 
knows indeed that this period of life, 
rather than a future one, is most 
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favorable to conversion. "Who can 
doubt it? Does it admit of a ques- 
tion whether the season of youth is 
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to the Creator? Has he given you 
existence — endowed you with un- 
derstanding — surrounded you with 
mercies — and adapted your faculties 
to the purpose of enjoyment; what 
less can be required than that you 
should acknowledge him devoutly 
as your Father and your guide ? 

Your accountabkness to God, in like 
manner, demands it. It results, be it 
remembered, from no arbitrary ap- 
pointment, but from legitimate prin- 
ciples, that you are responsible to him 
for all your conduct. He is necessa- 
rily the Governor of his creatures, 
and can do no less than to require 
their obedience. When therefore he 
says, " Give me thy heart," he speaks 
in accordance with the highest claims ; 
for he is entitled to supreme affec- 
tion, and no one has a right to refuse 
it. 
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Another reason for compliance with 
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once with the iuvitation here pre- 
sented. 

It is at the same time eminently 
desirable. "Whatever concerns your 
honor or happiness, is essentially in- 
volved in this decision. Nothing 
valuable can be hazarded, nothing 
rendered insecure, by trusting to the 
guidance of Almighty God. Nay, 
everything excellent is absolutely 
insured by adopting this course in 
the morning of life. Infinite wisdom, 
and power, and goodness, are then 
your security. " For the eyes of the 
Lord are over the righteous, and his 
ears are open unto their prayers : but 
the face of the Lord is against them 
that doj evil. — And who is he that 
will harm you, if ye be followers of 
that which is good?" If even ye 
suffer for righteousness' sake, happy 
are ye. 
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Tfet how is it otherwise — if Jeho- 
vah be not the guide of your youth ? 
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it is, and unavoidable, it is still to 
every age appalling. The young 
and the old are continually treading 
upon its mysterious confines, none 
knowing v^rhat a day may reveal, till 
the chill is upon them that tells of 
death. All, all must come to the test 
of the same serious experiment ; " for 
we must needs die." 

'^ But tim'rous mortals start and shrink, 

To cross this narrow sea ; 
And linger, shivering on the brink, 

And fear to launch away.** 

Nor is it strange that there is this 
peculiar reluctance; for, aside from 
social bonds and embarrassments, 
there is a memorable and moment- 
ous reason. It is this — aye, this — 
there is but one Pilot who can con- 
duct the soul to the port of everlast- 
ing peace, and he is found of such 
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HYMN. 

How happy is the youth who hears 
Instruction's warning voice, 

And who celestial wisdom makes, 
His early, only choice. 

For she has treasures greater far, 
Than East or West unfold ; 

And her rewards more precious are, 
Than all their stores of gold. 

She guides the young with innocence, 
In pleasure*s path to tread ; 

A crown of glory she bestows 
Upon the aged head. 

According as her labors rise. 

So her rewards increase ; 
Her ways are ways of pleasantness, 
And all her paths are peace. 
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tunate disagreement between Euodias 
and Syntyche, which the apostle was 
anxious to have removed. He took oc- 
casion therefore to suggest that they be 
assisted in effecting a reconciliation. 
As they were Christian females, of 
eminent influence, it was important 
that they be of the same mind in the 
Lord. To this, indeed, they had just 
been exhorted by Paul, when he 
wrote the affectionate entreaty that 
follows: "Help those women which 
labored with me in the gospel" 

It is not, however, the exhortation 
here given, but the fact presented in 
connection with it, which will claim 
for the time more particular attention. 
I purpose to speak of woman's minis- 
try, or the agency of females in aid of 
the gospel. 

That there is such an agency, of 
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essential service to the promotion of 
godliness, is apparent from the Scrip- 
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commendation of their pious labors in 
their appropriate sphere. Females 
therefore can be laborers in the gospel, 
without assuming the profession of 
preachers. As an example of this, 
we have the history of Dorcas.* 
" This woman was full of good 
works and almsdeeds which she 
did." Yea, she was one of those 
whose piety is active, and whose faith 
is efficient. What a volume is there 
in that brief and beautiful record of 
her character! How did she adorn 
the doctrine of God our Saviour by 
that signal exhibition of Christian be- 
neficence ! She gave, it appears, not 
only of her substance^ but of her timey 
to the gracious work of supplying the 
necessities of the saints. Her death 
accordingly was regarded as a singular 
bereavement. Nor is it strange in the 

* Acts 9: 36—41. 
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leasts that the widows whom she be- 
friended, and the pious associates 
whom she loved, were chief mourners 



142 FIBESIDB LECTURES. 

presence aforetime had revived their 
spirits ! Yes, look, till you see her 
once more aUve ! Hear, then, the 
rejoicings of that happy house! — 
But why all this ? Why such sadness, 
succeeded by joy ? What was it mainly 
that distinguished Dorcas? Learn it 
in a sentence. <6he was a follower 
of him "who went about, doing 
good ! " 

As another example of the same 
general character, I refer you to Lydia, 
of Thyatira, " whose heart the Lord 
opened, that she attended unto the 
things which were spoken of Paul." 
As soon as she thus became a Chris- 
tian, she was cheerfully obedient to 
the claims of the gospel. " She was 
baptized, and her household." Nor 
that alone. Such was her interest in 
the cause she then espoused, that she 
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and that ye assist her in whatsoever 
business she hath need of you : for 
she hath been a succorer of many, 
and of myself also." This is not, you 
perceive, a mere general commenda- 
tion of Christian character, but one 
that purports actual excellence. The 
. piety of Phebe is described as distiu* 
guished by deeds of exemplary use* 
fulness. She was worthy, it appears, 
of the pecuUar attentions here recom- 
mended, as having shown herself ser- 
viceable to the cause of Christ The 
supposition is, that her wealth and in- 
fluence were cheerfully devoted to 
doing good. Her kindness to the 
poor, her hospitality to strangers, and 
her favor to those who served at the 
altar, gave her distinction as a servant 
as well as a sister of the church. She 
had been an assistant of many in times 
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of need, and had ministered freely to 
the necessities of Paul. Her benefi- 
cence, indeed, which was thus exten- 
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to the success of the gospel, she must 
be considered as acting in concert 
with him. It is in this form that her 
commendation is brought before us. 
" Greet Prisciila and Aquila, my help- 
ers in Christ Jesus : who have for my 
life laid down their own necks : unto 
whom not only I give thanks, but also 
all the churches of the gentiles." The 
character of this worthy couple needs 
no higher encomium than is bestowed 
upon them by the apostle. He knew 
them well, and does them evidently 
no more than justice in speaking of 
their distinguished devotion. His first 
acquaintance with them was at Cor- 
inth, where they had been banished 
by the decree of Claudius Caesar. 
Their occupation, at the time, was that 
of tent-makers; though they were 
important promoters of Christianity. 
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They took home to their house the 
eloquent Apollos, and instracted him 
more perfectly in the doctrines of the 
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glorious cause of their profession ; and 
the former surely is not without her 
full share of credit as a helper in the 
gospel. 

A respectful mention is made also 
of Mary, though nothing more is said 
of her character than is associated with 
this Christian salutation. " Greet 
Mary ; who bestowed much labor on' 
us." Considering however that these 
sacred greetings have reference en- 
tirely to religious influence, and that 
they recognize the idea of active ser- 
vice, it is enough for the purpose of the 
present argument that even this is 
recorded of a pious female. The labor 
which she had bestowed upon the apos- ' 
ties, in whatever mode of friendly assist- 
ance, was accredited to her Christian 
character, and was so far conducive 
to the prevalence of the gospel 
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Much, indeed, may be comprehended 
in a simple sentence. You have all 
perhaps admired the brief inscription 
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precious influence in still more an- 
cient times : — to devout women, who 
were distinguished as such, previous 
to the advent of Messiah. Illustrious 
names — their excellence is enduring 
— and their record is on high! I 
might allude also to those memorable 
disciples who so kindly and repeatedly 
entertained the Saviour himself, con- 
stituting a happy family that Jesus 
loved ; or to that larger circle of kin- 
dred spirits, who, in the steadfastness 
of their zeal, were last at his cross> 
and first at his sepulchre. I might 
moreover, and with manifest propri- 
ety, speak of the mother and the 
grand-mother of Timothy, to each of 
whom he was so signally indebted for 
his early acquaintance with the Scrip- 
tures. But the proofs presented are 
unquestionably sufficient, yea, the evi- 
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dence is already conclusive, that 
females have had an important agen- 
cy in sustaining the interests of true 
religion. 

Let us consider then, practically, 
the reasonableness of this arrange- 
ment 

It appears in the relations of human 
society, as appointed by the Creator. 
Those relations manifestly fiivor the 
moral influence of women. What is 
there, indeed, in their peculiar condi- 
tion, or rank, or capacity, to prevent 
their laboring efficiently for Christ's 
kingdom? What is there in the na- 
ture of the glorious gospel, that forbids 
them the privilege of aiding its tri- 
umphs ? What though it be not the 
pleasure of Providence; that they 
should officiate in pubUc and promis- 
cuous assemblies ? There is neverthe- 
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less an extensive sphere of influence < 
and usefulness, in the familiar action 
of mind upon mind — aye, an agency 
perhaps Uke that of angels — which it 
is both their duty and their dignity to 
occupy. Who doubts the pervading 
power of females in the general econ- 
omy of social life? Ah, who will 
presume to say, that in the entire ma- 
chinery of human society, with its 
various and numberless connected 
springs, the influence of woman is not 
as effective as that of man ? How- 
ever much of it, in truth, may be im- 
perceptible, it is not for that reason of 
any the less consequence. The pure 
atmosphere is healthful in its mildest 
motion. The night-dew is noiseless 
as it falls on the earth; but in the 
morning it presents its myriads of jew- 
els to enrich the landscape and fertil- 
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ize the fields. Yea, a humble rivnlet 
may be traced in its silent progress till 
it spreads and deepens into a majestic 
river. 

Moral influence^ especially, is of this 
description. Its happiest agency is 
that which hallows our daily habits of 
thought and action. It is in this re- 
iq>ect, eminently, that Christian wo- 
men can cooperate in the labor of 
saving souls. Religious impression is 
to be retained by a process of repeated 
effort. If concern be suspended from 
week to week, or be aroused alone at 
distant intervals, the issue is every 
way doubtful and hazardous. The 
Sabbath, even, essential as it is, does 
not accomplish all that is desirable. 

Though the ministration of trath be 

« 

both faithful and pertinent, it may be 
that the echo of the word at home is 

14 
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what is still wanted. An appropriate 
expression of solicitude there, may be 
the means of effecting the happy re- 
sult Yea, "line upon line" is often 
requisite to carry conviction to a suc- 
cessful issue. And the same is true, 
beyond a doubt, in respect to the pro- 
gress of sanctification. What, there- 
fore, is most needed (humanly speak- 
ing) for the glory and enlargement of 
the Christian church, is a spirit of piety 
characterizing its members as off en- 
gagedj and always engaged! 

The success of the ministry requires 
this aid in a higher degree than is or- 
dinarily enjoyed. Every believer should 
be an exhibition of holiness, " holding 
forth the word of life." Such is the 
calling of all Uving saints. Public 
preaching, be it remembered, has much 
to accomplish beyond the effect which 
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it immediately produces. Though its 
aim be to secure the utmost practica- 
ble benefit at the time, its excellence 
consists in giving the best direction to 
means that will operate day after day. 
If the effect of a sermon departs with 
the Sabbath, it fails of resulting in the 
object sought. The fact is, that godli- 
ness is not sufficiently indigenous to 
the earth to take root and thrive amid 
the destructive influences that sur- 
round it, without a continued care to 
its culture. Here, then, is business for 
all pious spirits, in the department of 
friendly religious intercourse. " Only 
let your conversation be as it becom- 
eth the gospel of Christ — with one 
mind striving together for the faith of 
the gospel ; " and it will be seen very 
soon that this daily ministration is 
delightfully effective. 
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In this sphere, emphatically, woman 
is at homl^. No one can doubt that 
the promotion of piety depends rery 
much on domestic habits^ and rela» 
tions, and pursuits. Nor wiU it be 
questioned, that peculiar facilities are 
afforded to those who have most to do 
with children and youth. A large 
share of this trust devolves on mothers 
and those of their sex. They are the 
principal guardians of infancy, and 
have readiest access to the opening 
intellect. What opportunity then, to 
sow the seeds of knowledge and vus 
tue! What a propitious period for 
implanting permanently the principles 
of truth ! Yea, what an occasion to 
give direction to the character and 
course of future life ! And who can 
say,* that if the right training weife 
generally adopted, there would not 
arise a pious generation ? 
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Bat beyond all this, females have an 
immediate connection with all that is 
endearing in social life. Contributing 
as they do to the comfort of all classes, 
and sympathizing as they are wont 
especially with the suffering, there is 
a claim to esteem which few will 
deny. Hence it is, that their opinions 
have an extensive influence, and their 
entreaties find access to stubborn spi- 
rits. Yes, hardened manhood, that 
can face the tempest, and scowl at its 
rage — that can brave the terrors of the 
battle-field or the dungeon — appa- 
rently reckless of harm or hope — may 
yield to the persuasions of a gentler 
voice, and seek salvation at the foot of 
the cross. The reason may be proper- 
ly repeated. Here is an influence that 
enters kindly into all our cares, that 
relieves very frequently our perplexi- 

14* 



ties and trials^ and that seeks, at the 
sacnfice of personal convenienee, the 
benefit of the sick, the disconsolate, 
and the dying. Why, then, should noft 
its power be fett in the sphere of 
things spiritual and eternai? The 
very name of woman, as commonly 
receive^ has an interest and an em^ 
pbasi& of its. own. It is suggestiYe of 
reflections that are worthy and wet 
come, and is indicative of quahties 
tibat we are compelled to appreciate. 
When therefore there is associated 
with it the crowning excellence of 
divine grace^ who can estimate the 
amount of influence she is capable of 
exerting ? Let the believing wife, in 
every cup of her unwearied kindness, 
infuse the sentiment of consecration 
to Christ — let the praying sister ex- 
hibit iit the same t^ne h^ Chnirtian 
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che^dulness and compassioja — let 
the beloved daughter weep upon 
her pttrent's bosom tears of tender- 
ness for hia eonveision — let the de* 
voted mother^ in every labor of ma- 
ternal love^ i^peak to the hearts of her 
ehjydren their obligatioias to God — 
yeOf let the Christian female, however 
situated, appropriately manifest her so^ 
licitude for souls — and what would be 
the probable result ? Would not the gos- 
pel, as thus exhibited, commend itself 
to every man's conscience? Would 
not the possession of '4ike precious 
faith" become a prevalent object of 
pursuit ? Would not infancy soon learn 
the alphabet of reUgion, and childhood 
practice its primary lessons, and youth 
pursue the science of salvation, till 
society at large would assume the 
loveliness and experience the bless- 
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ings of a people delighting in the ser- 
vice of Grod ? 

O for the energy of the quickening 
Spirit, to induce and sustain appropri- 
ate exertion, and to give withal the 
glorious increase ! Thus may the in- 
fluence spread, as liberally as the light, 
till " the earth shall be filled with the 
knowledge of the glory of the Lord, 
as the waters cover the sea ! " 



HYMN. 

Replenished from the stores divine 
Oft would I ask this heart of mine, 
Dost thou with holy ardor bum, 
To make thy best, though poor, return ? 

Dost thou, in confidence and love, 
Rise daily to thy friend above, 
And there, beyond the vaulted skies, 
Present thyself a sacrifice ? 
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Art tboa, amidst the scenes of earth, 
Still mindful of thy heavenly birth ? 
Is it thy privilege to pray, 
And offer praises, and obey ? 

Canst thou, recovered from the fall. 
Pronounce the Saviour all in all ? 
It is the Saviour's outstretched hand 
ThBt bows thy will to his command : 

It brings thee to thy dear retreat 
Beneath th' eternal mei'cy-seat ; 
There be it thine to seek thy rest, 
And there remain forever blest 



LECTURE VIL 

WOMAN'S MINISTRY. 

Philippians 4: 3. Help those women which labored 
with me in the gospel. 

In the previous lecture it has been 
shown, that the influence of females, 
when rightly disposed, is essentially 
subservient to the cause of rehgion. 
Whatever it may be, as ordinarily 
employed, it is capable of contribut- 
ing very largely to this object. Let 
there be but the requisite qualifica- 
tions for the work, and this agency 
may abound with incalculable bless- 
ings. 

What, then, is requisite to this 
goodly influence ? 
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I would say, in the first place, per- 
sonal piety. That, unquestionably, is 
fundamental Whatever else may 
improve the character, or adorn the 
person, or be matter of general and 
deserved esteem, the absence of this is 
a deficiency that nothing can supply. 
It is the declaration of Jesus, that a 
corrupt tree cannot produce good fruit 
That is, a wholesome religious influ- 
ence, cannot consist with an unholy 
heart " A good man, out of the good 
treasure of the heart, bringeth forth 
good things. And an evil man, out 
of the evil treasure, bringeth forth evil 
things." The appUcation, of course, 
is as appropriate to women as it is to 
men. Their influence may be as 
pernicious, where grace is wanting, 
as it may be useful and salutary, 
where grace prevails. Everything, 
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thus far, depends upon the character 
(^ the heart If that is holy, its in- 
fluence will be precious ; but if that 
is unholy, its influence will be per- 
verse. Revolve the matter as we 
may, we are under the necessity of 
admitting this discriminating prin- 
ciple. The fountain must be pure, 
or its streams will be polluting. Yes, 
the love of Christ pervading the soul, 
and nothing less, can render the con- 
duct what it should be. That this 
spirit however does not exist in any 
of our race previous to converdon, is 
an established doctrine of the Scrip- 
tures. Hence, the first lesson to be 
learned in this science of usefulness, 
is the necessity of being born again. 
Yea, it is no less essential to the ex- 
ercise of right religious influence, 
tlmn it is to the attainment of per- 
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sonal salvation. The declaration of 
Christ, upon this very topic, related as 
much to present character as to future 
blessedness. Doubtless he designed 
to teach Nicodemus, that he could 
not sympathize in the least with his 
kingdom, without a spiritual regene- 
ration. Inquire into the subject as 
he might, and ascertain intellectually 
whatever he could, unless he should 
experience this change within, as 
effected by the agency of the Holy 
Ghost, he would still be a stranger to 
the one thing needful. 

This, therefore, is the foundation of 
Christian usefulness. It originates 
in love to God, resulting from the 
influence of his own good Spirit. 
Any attempt at well-doing, which 
overlooks this necessity, is radically 
defective. The heart must be right, 

15 
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or its agency is not so. Yes, motives, 
it is evident, constitute the test of 
character and conduct They are, in 
truth, the elements of moral action, 
and determine therefore the essential 
merit or demerit of our doings. Thus 
the simplest deed of pure benevo- 
lence will be accepted and rewarded, 
while the proudest offering devoid 
of this spirit will be regarded as odi- 
ous by the Searcher of hearts. In 
proof of this, we have the best au- 
thority. "Whosoever shall give to 
drink unto one of these little ones, a 
cup of cold water only, in the name 
of a disciple (i. e. from love to Christ), 
verily, I say unto you, he shall in no 
wise lose his reward. — And though I 
bestow all my goods to feed the poor, 
and though I give my body to be 
burned, and have not charity, it pro- 
fiteth me nothing." 
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The state of the affections therefore, 
it must be conceded, is of all things 
most important in determining the 
character of our moral influence. It 
is clear at the same time, that the love 
which warketh no iU to his neighbor, 
and which is declared to be the fulr 
filling of the law, cannot consist with a 
"carnal mind." That enmity against 
Grod, and in subjection to his govern- 
ment, which characterizes all the un- 
regenerate, is entirely antagonist to 
benevolent principles. They have no 
such exercises of spirit as either the 
law or the gospel requires. How, 
indeed, is it possible to love our 
neighbors as ourselves, and to seek 
the promotion of their greatest good, 
while infinite Goodness, as an object 
of affection, is not in all our thoughts? 
Can they be properly lovers of their 
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race, who are strictly speaking " haters 
of God ? " Conceive, if possible, any 
such consistency. Is not tke idea of 
doing goody without loving him who 
is supremely Good, the most absurd 
imaginable ? ^^ Do men gather grapes 
of thorns, or figs, of thistles ? Even 
so every good tree bringeth forth 
good firuit ; but a corrupt tree bringeth 
forth evil fruit" The force of this 
comparison is irresistible, as teach* 
ing the necessity of which I am 
speaking. 

The conclusion is obvious. To be 
'' helpers in the gospel," it is essential 
to have something of its appropriate 
j^irit To be examples of its bless- 
edness, you need an expisrimental 
knowledge of its power. To recom- 
mend it to others, it is important to 
have that proof of appreciation which 
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consists in obedience to its com- 
manding claims. Yet that is impos- 
sible in the neglect of its first and 
great requirement. There is no ac- 
ceptance of divine grace, aside from 
submission to this reasonable service. 
The appeal therefore that comes home 
to every soul, from the highest seat 
of supreme Authority, is first of all, 
" Give me thine heart ! " 

Again. There is an implied ne- 
cessity of "repentance towards God, 
and faith towards our Lord Jesus 
Christ." What less can constitute 
Christian character? Native good- 
ness is out of the question. That 
point is settled by an explicit decla- 
ration, that "there is none that doeth 
good; no not one." Whatever may 
be thought of the comparative in- 
nocence, the amiable tempers, and 

15* 
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the generous dispositions of the 
female sex, it is a truth expressiye of 
the apofirtacy of our race, that •* they 
are all gone out of the way, they are 
together become unprofitable." Much 
as there may be of human kindness, 
taste, refinement, and sensibility, there 
is still depravity to be deplored. Yes, 
there is sin, to be sorrowed over, and 
forsaken — and that requires faith 
in the blood of atonement for its 
forgiveness. Not a daughter of Eve, 
who hears the gospel, can be justified 
by any other process. Nor can any 
one be a cordial friend of Christian- 
ity, who does not comply with these 
conditions. 

" Talk they of morals ? O thou bleeding Love ! 
The grand morality is love of thee 1 " 

Without this, indeed, there may be 
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extensive influence ; but it is influ- 
ence, alas, in opposition to the gospel 
Ah, it injures society in its very vitals, 
and is the more destructive, that it 
does it with such an air of innocence. 
Hence, faithfulness to the subject 
compels me to say, that an impenitent 
female is an agent of incalculable 
evil. It would be well, if there were 
no occasion for this remark, yea, 
happy for the world, if it were in 
truth needless. Yet so long as there 
are unconverted women in a Christian 
land, and especially within the sound 
of sacred truth, woe be to him who 
would disguise the fact of their pecu- 
Uar criminality ! The thought itself 
is indescribably disagreeable. What, 
a lady that loves not our Lord Jesus 
Christ! Fancy, if you can, an im- 
pious angel — and tell me who would 
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retain the picture ! What a spectacle 
is that of a polluted spirit ! 

Whatever of earnestness is mani- 
fest in the preceding appeal, has its 
justification in the cause that de- 
mands it If Christianity commends 
itself eminently to any, who should 
be its first and firmest friends ? Is it 
not then a melancholy reflection, that 
any of the sex are strangers to god- 
liness ? How will such mothers, and 
wives, and daughters, discharge their 
duty to the God of heaven in these 
responsible relations ? How will any 
one be faithful, in the highest sense, 
who has not her heart in harmony 
with redeeming grace? Why, devo- 
tion to Christ is indispensable to the 
exercise of appropriate influence ! 
Let the female therefore, who would 
promote the interests of the Redeem- 
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er's kingdom, become herself a friend 
and servant of the Sayiour. Let her 
seek to be, and to do, without re- 
serve, what the will of the Lord re- 
quires. As a penitent spirit, let her 
draw nigh unto God, acknowledging 
her guilt, and asking his forgivenaes. 
Yea, let her pray to be "justified 
freely by his grace, through the re- 
demption that is in Christ Jesus." 
At the same time, let her mk in faiths 
nothing doubting — trusting in hia 
mercy alone for the happy issue. 
Henceforth let her act as one alive 
from the dead, whose treasures are in 
heaven, and whose sympathies and 
services are due to divine grace. Let 
her course thus be onward and up- 
ward continually, progressive alike in 
religious attainments and in labors of 
love, always dbomiding in the work of 
the Lord. 
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Inasmuch, however, as there are 
various degrees in which gracious 
affections may prevail in the soul, and 
consequently various degrees of use- 
fulness attainable, it seems necessary 
to notice some particulars. The first 
of 4hese, is the importance of culti- 
vating a spirit of enlarged and enlight- 
ened piety. As there is room suffi- 
cient, there should be, in the outset, a 
resolution to advance, in faith, and 
knowledge, and devotion. This reso- 
lution should be renewed day by day, 
till it becomes a settled habit of pur- 
suit. It will need, in fact, this re- 
peated renewal, and that with serious 
watchfulness and prayer, or it will 
soon degenerate into a feeble purpose. 
Yea, a relaxation of effort in the least, 
is a material loss in the Christian 
conflict Nor do I know of any way 
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■ 

to avoid this injury, but to aim at 
higher advances in holiness. A dis- 
position to stand still, imply though 
it may a determination by no means 
to decline, is nevertheless an unfa- 
vorable symptom. No one was ever 
preserved from backsliding without 
endeavoring to go forward.* It may 
seem paradoxical, but it is true in 
relation to Christian experience, that 
no one ever stood fast in the faith, 
without keeping up a progressive 
movement. Much less can there be 
very considerable excellence, aside 
from positive and appropriate exer- 
tion. Care, and culture, and spiritual 
discipline is needed at home. What 
labor is requisite to counteract the 
downward tendencies of the spirit, 
and to confine its aim to pursuits 
congenial with glory and honor and 
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immortality! Ah, jres; and what 
need of aid from above ! How is it 
possible to prosper in the effort with- 
out prayer — "praying always with 
all prayer?" 

Spiritual improvement is promoted 
by meditcUion^ What hold has the 
heart upon those objects which we 
are most accustomed to contemplate ! 
Even distance does not prevent a 
deepening interest If heavenly things 
are matter of thought, they are in 
the same degree matter of affection. 
The tendency at least is to enlarge 
the spirit with sentiments of desirable 
and exalted attachment. At the 
same time the disposition to do good, 
and to communicate, is perceptibly 
purified and increased. There is 
such loveliness in the benevolence of 
heaven, as charms the mind in com- 
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munion with it, and awakens ardent 
aspirations. Let the soul, then, drink 
deeply at these fountains of life — let 
it rise higher and higher in fellow- 
dup with saints — let it come into 
the presence and company of the 
Eedeemer — and as it looks thence 
abroad, from that glorious elevation, 
upon the miseries of a world lying in 
wickedness, let the influence of its 
generous sympathies, like the Sa- 
viour^s, extend to the very ends of 
the earth! This is no extravagant 
imagining. It is a perfectly prac- 
ticable attainment It is a process 
that has been adopted by numerous 
spirits that have ceased from their 
labors, and numerous others who are 
their Uving followers, and which 
doubtless must be pursued by many 
more before this fallen world will be 

16 
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converted to Christ Yea, woman, 
it is yours, if you wish, to attest the 
reality. 

This devotedness is to be gained 
by habits of frequent and familiar 
reflection. Appropriate themes will 
not be wanting, if there is a mind to 
avail itself of what is known, and 
especially to reach forth unto those 
things which are before. Nor is it 
necessary to relinquish domestic pur- 
suits. The closet, it is true, is emi- 
nently favorable to devout medita- 
tion — and such retirement should 
be sought as every way suitable ; but 
it is happy for the heirs of heaVen, 
that it is not in seclusion only that 
they can meditate. The privilege 
may be associated with other employ- 
ments, and lighten the ordinary labors ^ 
of life, while it subserves essentially 
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the welfare of the spirit Dwell, 
therefore, upon the heights of your 
heavenly calling. Think of the joys 
which it affords, and of the glories 
which it proffers, and of the duties it 
enjoins. Thus cherish the gift of 
grace that is in you — let the fruits of 
the Spirit ahound more and more — 
and let the savor of devotion diffuse 
its influence throughout the circle in 
which you move. 

But we are not to forget that the mind 
needs its appropriate aliment, as well as 
exercise. Unless there are accessions 
by the process, " Thinking is but an 
idle waste of thought" There ought 
to be, therefore, actual increase of in- 
formation. Though the mind be fur- 
nished with the general principles of 
Christian truth, and be familiar with 
the corresponding qualifications of 
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character, it may be making progress 
in religious knowledge, as truly as in 
respect to holiness. The latter, indeed, 
is materially dependent upon the 
former. Sure it is, that no eminent 
degree of godliness can prevail, aside 
from appropriate religious instruction. 
Hence, the Scriptures are to be search- 
ed, with care and constancy. Nor 
will searching exhaust them of the 
means of improvement Na So far 
from it, that the most diligent student 
of the Bible, finds the fund increasing 
in proportion to his progress. If there- 
fore you would be growing in grace, 
and meanwhile wise in winning souls, 
cleave to that precious volume as your 
guide ! 

That, however, does not preclude 
the benefit of more extensive reading. 
Though the owner of a Bible, and a 
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few choice books of devotional char- 
acter, may secure an influence not to 
be despised, a wider range of religious 
intelligence may vastly increase the 
sphere of her usefulness. It results 
from the fact that divine Providence is 
furnishing suggestions and facilities 
which are available to the object of 
Christian benevolence. An attentive 
observer of these will perceive that 
there is much to be learned from the 
records of the day. The enterprises 
of individuals and associations to do 
good, are here brought to view, and 
the necessities of the world that de- 
mand attention. It is desirable there- 
fore to have access to some of these 
sources of intelligence. Yet in the 
multiplicity of publications that solicit 
patronage, the mind perhaps is per- 
plexed in selecting what is most suita- 

1«* 



182 FIBESIDB LECTUBES. 

ble to its wants, or most serviceable 
to the gospel To have a periodical 
upon every separate subject of moral 
effort, is alike impracticable and use- 
less. The preference therefore should 
undoubtedly be in favor of such as are 
most evangeUcal, most candid, and 
most comprehensive. 

In the choice of books, there can be 
more variety. Selections, of course^ 
ought to be confined to those which 
are decidedly beneficial, and should 
embrace at least a portion suited to the 
special profiting of females and their 
famihes. Thus there may be, even in 
" the common walks of virtuous life," 
an intelligent, and active, and exem- 
plary piety. Yes, every mother in 
Israel, and every daughter of devotion, 
may exert an agency to bless the 
world ! 
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It is essential, moreover, to right 
moral influence, that there be a discreet 
and pacific disposition. 

There may be degrees of goodness, 
and of intelligence, and of religious 
zeal, and yet a deficiency of those 
simple qualities which render Chris* 
tian effort effective. Want of either 
discretion or friendliness may prevent 
the success of the most earnest exer- 
tion- In attempting, for instance, the 
awakening of the heedless, or in 
strivmg to arouse the sensibUities of 
believers, there may be methods 
adopted, very honestly and ardently, 
which do not manifest the appropriate 
spirit If there be a morose or censo- 
rious mien, or even an abrapt and 
unseasonable expression, it is easy to 
account for the entire failure. We are 
to beseech men ^' by the meekness and 
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gentleness of Christ," and that too with 
a knowledge of this memorable truth, 
that wisdom has respect to both time 
and judgment. Prudence and peacea- 
bleness, accordingly, are important at- 
tributes of Christian excellence. Not 
only are they commendable, but they 
command respect. A happy combina- 
tion of these acknowledged virtues, 
affords a kind of commission to do 
good, which it is difficult to deny. 
What, indeed, like judicious kindness, 
gives access to fellow minds, with an 
ability to bless ? What equivalent can 
there be, in common life ? What more 
desirable, in the service of religion? 
Ah, is not that the secret of successful 
persuasion? Well, therefore, may 
woman appreciate and appropriate this 
choice attainment. It suits her con- 
dition aad circumstances eminently. 
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The very sphere she is called to fill, 
or, in other words, her proper station 
in society, is such as to show the ex- 
ceeding desirableness of having this 
temper, and this apparelling. What a 
shield from the assaults of an evil 
world ! What a passport to places of 
influence and usefulness! What an 
adorning is that of the soul itself, 
"even the ornament of a meek and 
quiet spirit, which is in the sight of 
Grod of great price ! " , 

Let no one here for a moment im* 
agine that a discreet and pacific dispo- 
sition is an injurious restraint upon the 
promptings of benevolence* There is 
nothing to warrant the suspicion. 
" Discretion shall preserve thee " from 
acting injudiciously, but not prevent 
appropriate exertion to honor the Lord 
in labors of love- Do, with your 
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might, what wisdom approves, and 
there will be no lack of either effort or 
opportunity to recommend religion. 
Instead of panting for facilities that 
may never be enjoyed, or waiting for 
occasions that may never occur, im- 
prove the means which are within 
your power. It is not alone elaborate 
effort that produces effects. The scale 
is olften so accurately poised, that the 
weight of a pebble may turn the bal- 
ance. "A word spoken in due sea- 
son, how good is it ! " Even to-day it 
may be your privilege to aid some 
soul in its decision for glory ! Heaven 
bless you with the will, the word, and 
the result Yea, may every female, 
with characteristic fervor and benig- 
nity of spirit, exhibit the principles 
here expressed. Then will there be, 
in modes yet to be mentioned, an 
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abounding influence in favor of the 
gospel " Whatsoever things are true, 
whatsoever things are honest, whatso- 
ever things are just, whatsoever things 
are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, 
whatsoever things are of good report ; 
if there be any virtue, and if there be 
any praise, think en these things. — 
For if these things be in you, and 
abound, they make you that ye shall 
neither be barren nor unfruitful in the 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ" 



HYMN. 

Luke 7: 87 — 50. 



Behold the tears that Mary shed -— 

Her many bids forgiven 1 
Her doubts and darkness all are fled 

In peaceful hope of Hearen. 
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Whea o'er the SaYumr's feet in jHPayer 

She poured a flood of grief. 
And dried them with her flowing hair. 

How soon she loond relief 1 

Say, bttrden'd sool, whose nmn'rons sins 

In dariL arraj are tet ; 
What canst thou do to mitigate 

The terror! of thy debt ? 

Canst thou not love the friend, who died 

That burden to assume ? 
Who shrank not frran the crown of them% 

The scourge — the cross — the tomb ? 

If heaiyy is thy wei^^t of guilty 
Thy love must greater be — 

Then he, whose blood for man was spilt, 
Will ihed his peace on thee. 



LECTURE Vm 

WOMAN'S MINISTRY. 

Philippians 4: 3. Help those women which labored with 
me in the gospel 

Christian females, it has been shown, 
have an important agency in aid 
of the gospel. The requisite qualifica- 
tions also have been considered. It 
remains now to specify what women 
can do in furtherance of the cause of 
Christianity. 

First. They can recommend it 
eflfectually by their example. 

Godliness, as exhibited in the lives 
of its possessors, is never an inanimate 
or dormant influence. Unobtrusive as 

17 
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it may seem, it has a power of its 
own which is eminently active. It 
carries home to the conscience of 
every observer an indisputable argu- 
ment in favor of religion. Yea, 
it is often the principed means of 
awakening. Very many, indeed, have 
had their attention secured to this one 
thing needful, by the manifestation of 
its value which they have personally 
witnessed in private life. The process 
is well known. Some member of the 
family, or pious acquaintance in the 
neighborhood, has, by her cheerful and 
devout deportment, been "holding 
forth the word of life ; " and the result 
has been a prevailing conviction that 
piety is a blessing. Scepticism itself 
can hardly dispute it. Whatever may 
be thought of various creeds, and 
forms, and customs, and rites, simple 
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Christian practice and cheerfulness 
convey an impression that is every 
way desirable. Thus example can 
speak with power to the heart. While 
it diffuses an influence Uke the salt of 
the earthy and the light of the world, it 
can compel assent to its virtue and its 
value. " Let your light so shine before 
men, that they may see your good 
works, and glorify your Father which 
is in heaven." 

Holy Uving, in truth, is the gospel's 
own witness, as being the best expos- 
itor of its practical principles. It is a 
development of both the practicability 
and the pleasure of Christian obedi- 
ence, and thus an appeal in its favor 
to every observer. No description of 
influence perhaps is more positive in 
the immediate causes which God em- 
ploys to promote his kingdom. How 
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similar, so far, to that wisdom of the 
apostles which their adversaries were 
unable either to gainsay or resist! 
Who has not known individual cases 
that even the wicked would acknowl* 
edge as satisfactory illustrations of the 
truth and excellency of our holy re- 
ligion ? Have you not heard occasion- 
ally remarks that imply a conviction 
of the worth of that woman's piety ? 
' She believes what she professes. — She 
knows what it is. — If there are any 
Christians, she is one ! ^ May not such 
be the life of every female, as to claim 
this acknowledgment, and to incite at 
the same time to virtuous imitation ? 
Nay, that question is put beyond de- 
bate by what Christianity requires of 
all its votaries. " For so is the will of 
God, that with weU-doing ye may put 
to silence the ignorance of foolish 
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men." Especially is it enjoined upon 
one class of women, whose circum- 
stances call for peculiar caution and 
encouragement : " That, if any obey 
not the word, they also may without 
the word be won by the conversation 
of the wives ; while they behold your 
chaste conversation coupled with 
fear." The reference here is to that 
course of conduct which shall show 
the genuine operation of grace through 
the medium of a meek and quiet spirit, 
" For after this manner in the old time 
the holy women also, who trusted in 
God, adorned themselves." That 
comeliness of character, as exhibited 
in practice, is the basis still of a de- 
sirable influence which females can 
exercise without embarrassment. Even 
where opposition forbids their more 
active agency for the advancement of 

17*^ 
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holiness, this mode of manifesting the 
truth remains as an indisputable pre- 
rogative. To say the least, they may 
" adorn the doctrine of God our Sa- 
viour." Yes, they can exempUfy the 
gospel, and thus commend it to every 
conscience. 

Let females therefore manifest in 
every place an inviolable attachment 
to the duties of devotion. Let them 
subordinate every other pursuit to the 
exalted^ purpose of pleasing God. Let 
them recommend the Bible, and the 
Sabbath, and prayer, and godliness, by 
the effective eloquence of their own 
example. All this is within their 
power, and even more. They can re- 
buke the vicious, and the profane, the 
heedless, and the trifling, by present- 
ing in contrast an exhibition that shall 
show how preferable and ** how awfxil 
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goodness is ! '^ Admonitions often, the 
most effectual, have been communi- 
cated in this manner. The very ex- 
pression of the countenance, and that 
in its amiableness, has conveyed re- 
proof that was irresistible. Yea, even 
a glance of the eye has told truth, and 
terror, and entreaty to the soul. O 
what a lecture is a godly life ! What 
can surpass the power of example in 
its addresses to every observing spirit ? 
Has human agency a surer method of 
communicating principles that are es- 
sential to SEdvation? At home and 
abroad it has a language which is alike 
intelUgible and convincing. Few can 
mistake either its import or its empha- 
sis. It speaks accordingly to definite 
purpose, and in terms not easily for- 
gotten. No lessons of a mother are 
more durably impressed upon the 
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memory or the heart, than those which 
she inculcates by her personal habits. 
Nor is any one ignorant of the general 
truth, that whatever she thus encour- 
ages or condemns, is sufficient author- 
ity for the conduct of her children. 
What, then, may not example effect in 
giving character to the rising genera- 
tion ? Who can describe, even in this 
particular, the extent or the power of 
maternal influence ? How important 
that mothers remember their responsi- 
bleness as Uving models for imitation, 
line upon line of whose deportment 
is to be copied into the lives of their 
posterity ! 

Young women, meanwhile, are not 
to forget, that they also are required to 
be patterns of piety. Their age does 
not exempt them from influence, nor 
from obligation to Uve as the children 
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of light. In every relation, and in 
every circumstance, they are to " walk 
worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing.'^ 
What this implies, may be ascertained 
from the Sermon on the mount, and 
from the writings of the apostles. The 
summary standard seems to be this, 
In aU places^ at aU times^ and in all re* 
spect^, conduct as will be acceptable to 
God our Saviour. " Whether therefore 
ye eat or drink, or whatsoever ye do, 
do all to the glory of God." 

Second. Females can be helpers in 
the gospel by their prayers. Such is 
the privilege of all believers, in every 
situation they are called to occupy. 
They are allowed access to the throne 
of grace, with abundant assumnces 
that it shall not be in vain. Not only 
for themselves are they encouraged to 
expect peculiar benefits in connection 
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with prayer, but they are exhorted 
earnestly to intercede for others, " lift- 
ing up holy hands without wrath and 
doubting." The utility of the service 
is established by Omnipotence. Though 
God needeth not the aid of his crea- 
tures, they need th^ advantage of this 
gracious arrangement Hence he has 
constituted it an essential medium of 
mercy to mankind. There is thus a 
mode of intercourse with Heaven, and 
a bond of sympathy between saints 
and their Sovereign, which every pious 
spirit can appreciate. No doubt there- 
fore prayer is an effectugd means of 
blessing the world. True as it is, that 
God giveth the increase in every suc- 
cessful application of divine truth, it is 
matter of revelation that no such result 
is promised, or to be expected, except 
in answer to devout supplication. Yea, 
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he will be inquired of by his people. 
Then will he hear — then will he an- 
swer — then will he bless. In other 
words, appropriate petition will never 
be fruitless. It sustains indeed an in- 
dispensable relation to the progress of 
the gospel. While the wisdom of 
Providence in so appointing is not to 
be doubted, the fact itselij as clearly 
revealed, is matter of hope and abun- 
dant encouragement. Is it not enough 
to know, on such authority, that effect- 
ual fervent prayer availeth rmich ? 

Yet examples are not wanting in 
confirmation of this truth. The Bible 
abounds with pertinent and positive 
illustrations. Those ancient worthies 
who walked with God^ attained that 
subUme and memorable distinction by 
communion with him in habitual 
prayer. Yes, the triumphs of their 
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faith, as chronicled in the Scriptures, 
were but the genuine results of their 
eminent prayerfulness. And so of ex- 
cellent spirits since ; the secret of their 
prevailing influence has been the 
same. The promotion, doubtless, of 
true religion, at home or abroad, has 
uniformly had an intimate connection 
with fervent prayer. Reflect on the 
history of religious revivals, and ob- 
serve how completely it confirms this 
impression. Who, indeed, expects a 
time of refreshing from the presence 
of the Lord, without importunate sup- 
plication ; and who anticipates the 
close of such a season, aside from de- 
linquency in this particular? Ah, 
prayer is important, as Christians do 
know — ' a sacred duty, and an inesti- 
mable favor! Is not this precious 
privilege, in truth, our only hold upon 
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infinite mercy ? Resign the prevalent 
intercessions of saints, and what is 
there remaining of human agency to 
convert the world ? Is not the golden 
chain thus severed, the happy com- 
munication between us and Heaven ? 
What can preaching ever effect, with- 
out the power of the Holy Ghost ? 
And what can warrant the expectation 
of that blessing, if there be no beg- 
ging for its bestowment ? Surely the 
word of the Lord is explicit. Nor is it 
presumption to affirm, that 

" Fervent prayer will bring us down 
Gracious answers from the throne.'' 

The argument rests, as you perceive, 
upon principles and promises of un- 
doubted assurance. "The Lord is 
nigh unto all them that call upon 
him, to all that call upon him in truth. 
— He will fulfil the desire of them that 

18 
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fear him. — The prayer of Ihe upright 
is his deUght." At the mercy-seat 
therefore, if nowhere else, the pious 
female may find freedom of utterance 
to her hoUest wishes, and may be con- 
fident of this, that it is an exercise of 
influence which is sure of success. 
Not a solitary prayer, of suitable char- 
acter, will fail of securing a gracious 
audience, or fail of contributing to the 
welfare of the world. What an in- 
ducement is this to pray without ceas- 
ing ! Yes, the frequency and fervency 
of private devotion, redound alike to 
personal benefit, and to the highest in- 
terests of the Redeemer's kingdom. 
Improve, then, the privilege of your 
celestial birthright. "Enter into thy 
closet," and by familiarity with its de- 
lightful duties, maintain a nearness to 
the gate of heaven. Unite also with 
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others in similar services, appropriately 
social. Two or three, be it remembered, 
have the advantage of a promise that 
will never fail. Yet frequent the place, 
if that be, practicable, where prayer is 
wont to be made — especially the 
place, where, as in the house of Ma- 
ry * the mother of John, many are 
gathered together ^ praying. 

O that there were some kindred 
spirit in every neighborhood, to fan the 
flame of primitive devotion — and in 
every family, to hallow and perpetu- 
ate the domestic altar ! Were this the 
case, there would be few districts with- 
out their circle for prayer, and few 
famiUes comparatively without some 
memorial to the God of Jacob ! Ah, 
were every woman a praying soul, it 
would be an aid to the gospel which 
no tongue can tell ! 

* Acts 12: 12- 
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Third. Females can promote the 
kingdom of Christ^ by direct endeavors 
consistent with their station. There is 
undoubtedly an ample sphere for the 
exercise of their appropriate influence. 
Yea, there is a province of action, as 
well as of example. Example, in- 
deed, is incomplete, and prayer is 
profitless, unless accompanied by cor- 
respondmg effort. What is the value 
of that example which consists merely 
in negatives, such as thinking no evilj 
and doif^ no harm ? It is, in fact, but 
a supposition, and is very far from be- 
ing an illustration of Christianity. I 
may say even more ; the idea of such 
a moral Ufe is actually incongraous. 
Doing no harm ? It is a groundless 
assumption. The world is injured by 
not doing good! Prayer too, without 
effort, is a similar absurdity. What 
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less is prayer than the very spfrit of 
Christian exertion? But enough of 
this. Woman can labor ; and with a 
heart to the work, can labor success- 
fully for the cause of Christ. Her in- 
tercourse at home, and among her 
acquaintance, may be turned effectu- 
ally to this account. Nay, it is thus 
done, and with signal success, in nu- 
merous instances of conversion. Why, 
indeed, should it not be so ? The gift 
of speech is a talent to be employed ; 
if not in places of public concourse, 
yet in circumstances manifestly favor- 
able to effect — on occasions of fre- 
quent and familiar interview. Let but 
the same freedom be given to the ex- 
pression of religious sentiments, which 
is admissible in other subjects of in- 
terest, and every social principle will 
approve the practice of recommending 

18^ 
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this great salvation. Speak, then, of 
godliness, as profitable unto all things 
— speak of its necessity, as taught by 
the Saviour — speak of its reasonable- 
ness, as an appropriate service — ah^ 
speak of its joys, as known in experi- 
ence, and of its glories, as they appear 
in prospect ! Themes like these need 
no apology for their introduction, 
wherever occasion judiciously de- 
mands them. They are adapted to the 
various departments of society in which 
female influence is specially efficient 
What better method therefore can be 
pursued, to secure the gospel universal 
welcome, than thus to carry it into 
every dwelUng by friendly conversa- 
tion ? What opportunities are theirs, 
whose hearts are warm with generous 
emotion, and whose hands are ready 
to alleviate fellow suffering! The 
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chamber of sickness, aud the abode of 
poverty, are always accessible to this 
ministration of mercy* Let the tongue 
that advocates the claims of the poor, 
be as eloquent in inviting them to the 
gospel feast. Let the same kind hand 
that carries reUef to the distressed, be 
the bearer also of some message to 
the souL Yes, let the lips that are 
opened in accents of sympathy, show 
that the love of Christ constraineth to 
commend him as the Friend of the 
sick and the sorrowing. Thus will the 
balm in Gilead, and the great Physi- 
cian, be introduced to many an afllict- 
ed spirit, whose sorrow speedily shall 
be turned into joy. 

Another mode of effort, which is 
both feasible and fruitful, is the agen- 
cy of females in Sabbath Schools. 
The busings of teachingj in a more 
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public capacity, as every one knows, 
devolves very much on intelligent 
females, and affords opportunity for 
extensive usefulness. It is an em- 
ployment too, which is eminently 
responsible, deserving every way the 
serious regard, and the utmost fidelity 
of those who are engaged in it Im- 
portant office ! Heaven direct the 
minds that are thus occupied ! Here, 
however, is work for all. In the Sab- 
bath School, every one may do some- 
thing desirable. Either by teaching, 
or attendance, or securing the attend- 
ance of others, the humblest woman 
may be a helper. It is a depart- 
ment, moreover, of Christian enter- 
prise, which is worthy of the services 
of the most exalted. Look at that 
teacher, on her mission of mercy, col- 
lecting and clothing the children of the 
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poor, leading them up to the house of 
God, pouring into their minds the 
knowledge of salvation, training them 
thus for usefulness here, and for glory 
and honor and immortality — and tell 
me what is a more honorable employ- 
ment ! Does your own spirit enlarge 
and enkindle at the thought ; I have 
only to say, in the language of my 
Master, " (Jo, and do thou likewise ! " 

Another thing which should be asso- 
ciated with these benevolent eflforts, is 
pecuniary aid in supporting and ex- 
tending the institutions of the gospel. 

It may be presumed, indeed, that 
they who Kve, and prai/, and labor as 
becometh saints, will in that propor- 
tion be ready to communicate. It 
may be, notwithstanding, that very 
few are aware how much depends 
upon their own generosity. What 
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though it be no princely offering that 
you can bestow? "God loveth a 
cheerful giver." She hajth done what 
she cauldj is acknowledgment enough 
of faithful stewardship. How few, 
alas, how very few, in reality deserve 
it! Yet the contributions of those 
who are able to give Uttle, and who 
are prompt to exercise that ability, are 
in the aggregate by no means incoE- 
siderable. No sacrifice of the kind 
for Christ and his kingdom, is ever 
unavailing, or without its recom- 
pense. Honor the Lord, therefore, 
with your substancej as well as your 
example, yea, with your exertionsj as 
well as your prayers; and you will 
experience the truth, both in time and 
in eternity, that " it is more blessed to 
give, than to receive ! " 
Thus, in various ways, may the 
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influence of females conduce to the 
welfare of our fallen world, and 
contribute to the success of the ever- 
lasting gospel Who can estimate 
the service' it has already rendered, or 
is yet to render to this glorious 
object ? Were all the souls that have 
been won to Christ by means of this 
agency, collected into one vast as- 
semblage, would it not seem a mul- 
titude which no man could number ? 
Yea, doubtless, many voices that 
swell the chorus of God and the 
Lamb, caught their first accents of 
praise from maternal lips ; and many 
stars that illuminate our moral firma- 
ment, were enkindled at the altar of 
female devotion. 

With the blessing of Heaven, ac- 

-cordingly, herein is hope. Let the 

spirit of Hannah, and of Esther, of 



212 FIRESIDE LECTURES. 

Dorcas, and of Lydia, of Lois, and 
Eunice, universally prevail; and the 
harvest of the world, great as it is, 
would not long lack laborers. They 
would come in crowds, ^beseeching 
to be sent forth, to the prairies of the 
West, to the islands of the sea, and 
to the ends of the earth ! Our mis- 
sionary treasuries at the same time 
would be replenished, and great 
would be the rejoicing of earth and 
heaven ! 

This supposition, be assured, is no 
vain imagining. It is matter of de- 
liberate and careful reflection, no 
less than of deep and intense desire. 
Yea, it will bear the test of severest 
scrutiny. The day is to dawn — " the 
Lord will hasten it in his time" — 
when, more generally than hereto* 
fore, the believing wife, and mother. 
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and sister, and daughter, shall be 
assistants of the ministry in training 
souls for heaven, and in evangeUzing 
the world. While Female Prayer 
Meetings, and Circles of Industry, 
and Juvenile Societies, and Maternal 
Associations, are to become more 
numerous and effective, indivictucd 
exertion is to be tributary to the work 
of making known the unsearchable 
riches of Christ. Let no one lose 
sight of this main object. Let no 
one forget her personal responsible- 
ness. Let no one pray to be excused. 
May all remember that there are 
duties to be discharged, which are 
neither to be divided nor deferred. 
Each soul addressed by this message 
of truth, is invited to action in the 
Redeemer's service. Every mother, 
and maiden, old or young, has a 

19 
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part to perform in this sacred em- 
ployment, which even angels would 
deem a delightful privilege. Yes, 
every sister in the church, and every 
woman for whom the Saviour has 
suffered, is called upon to participate 
in this labor of love. The call too is 
urgent, as directed to each, the master 
is come, and catteth for thee /" " Now 
is the time — He waits for you — You 
need his sympathy, and his instruc- 
tion. Go, then, at his bidding — Sit 
at his feet, and learn of him — and 
he will make you truly a helper in 
the gospel, and an heir of its ever- 
lasting joys ! 
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HYMN. 

In seirice frangbt with love, O Lord, 

Incite us to pursue 
The precepts of thy precious word, 

Blest deeds to mercy due. 

Glad spirits that have gone before. 

Attesting truth and grace, 
In palaces of bliss above 

Behold thy shining face. 

Those sister saints their Saviour loved, 

While suffering on earth, 
And in their sphere of kindness proved 

Their bright celestial birth. 

Like them would we the cross esteem. 
Inspired with kindred flame. 

And seek his servants to relieve. 
Who still his cause sustain. 

Our hearts and hands, Redeemer, guide 

To duties most benign : 
Whatever may our lot betide, 

O let our lives be thine. 



H. 



LECTURE EL 

CHILDREN TAUGHT THE FEAR 
OP THE LORD. 

Psalm 34: 11. Come je children, hearken unto me: I 
will teach yon the fear of the Lord. 

Pious people, in all ages, have had 
peculiar solicitude for the welfare of 
children. The Psalmist wished them 
to attend to him, that he might teach 
them the way of duty and happiness. 
It was certainly very generous on his 
part, that he was disposed to turn his 
thoughts to this object ; for he had a 
great deal else to occupy his atten- 
tion. Yea, he had perhaps- more 
business upon his hands than any 
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man you ever knew. He was a 
mighty chieftain, and anointed to be 
king; and hence had demands upon 
his time and energies which few 
comparatively have ever experienced. 
Still he would pause, and address 
himself to the young in the most 
communicative and familiar manner. 
He was in fact their friend ; and this 
was the reason of his wishing so 
earnestly that they would be truly 
religious. 

It seems therefore that children 
are capable of learning the first lesson 
of all wisdom, the fear of the Lord. 
David believed this beyond a doubt, 
and proposed accordingly to teach 
them thus, as the greatest favor he 
could confer. Adopting as his pre- 
face the essential truth that " the fear 
of the Lord is the beginning of 

19* 
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wisdom," and convinced of the fact 
that the principles of piety can be 
best inculcated in the spring-time of 
life, he gave special attention to this 
class of learners. Hence the direct- 
ness and simplicity with which he 
introduces the subject " Come, ye 
children, hearken unto me: I will 
teach you the fear of the Lord." 

Solomon was no less strongly per- 
suaded of the mpral capability of the 
young, and no less decidedly solic- 
itous to secure their conviction and 
conversion. He labored more, it 
would appear, to impresss the minds 
of children with religious truth, than 
he did to effect the reformation of 
adults. It was because the effort was 
most promising. The course of a 
stream, as a general rule, can be 
most easily directed from a point 
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near its source. It is so in the moral 
world. The policy therefore to be 
pursued in regard to things spiritual 
is ^essentially the same as in respect 
to things secular. Where we would 
begin to do anything important, that is 
to say, at the earliest favorable oppor- 
tunity, we should commence the 
work of Christian education. That 
period is undoubtedly the morning of 
life, and at an early hour. The seed 
is to be sown as soon as the soil is 
ready; for beyond that period every 
day's delay is lessening the prospect 
of success. Let no one forget that 
law of husbandry. 

Why do such counsels and encour- 
agements as abound in the Bible, 
address themselves to the young, 
unless it be that theirs is indeed the 
flood-tide of opportunity for becoming 
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rich forever? Ah, childhood is the 
Sunday of the soul — the brightest 
portion of its probationship for bUss! 
The loss of it leaves a comparative 
dearth, if not in truth an entire desert 
The preacher therefore was eager to 
secure the youthful heart to the ser- 
vice of God. He made it the point 
of many a proverb, 'to teach the 
young idea how to shoot' Availing 
himself of established principles, and 
adopting a familiar method of in- 
struction, he spake as a parent to his 
beloved offspring. "Hear, ye chil- 
dren, the instruction of a father, and 
attend to know understanding. — 
Hearken unto me now therefore, O 
ye children, and attend to the words 
of my mouth. — Remember now thy 
Creator in the days of thy youth, 
wliile the evil days come not, nor the 
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years draw nigh, when thou shalt say, 
I have no pleasure in them." 

The wise man also represents eter- 
nal Wisdom, or God the Redeemer, 
as speaking to the young in the same 
general strain. "I love them that 
love me ; and those that seek me 
early shall find me. — Now therefore 
hearken unto me, O ye children: 
for blessed are they that keep my 
ways." 

That children accordingly are ca- 
pable of being taught the fear of the 
Lord, is as evident as that they can 
be instructed truly to obey their 
parents. Yea, it is a sentiment of 
inspired song, " Out of the mouths of 
babes and sucklings hast thou or- 
dained strength." The Saviour al- 
luded to it distinctly, as meaning 
what we naturally suppose* When 
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children were singing in the temple, 
" Hosanna to the Son of David," and 
the chief priests and Scribes, who 
were sore displeased, inquired of 
him, *' nearest thou what these say;" 
Jesus answered. Yea: Ha/ve ye never 
read, Out of the moiahs of bales aiid 
siLcklings thou hast perfected praise? 
His remarks indeed, on various oc- 
casions, wenf to show that " of such is 
the kingdom of God." Inasmuch, 
then, as there is no such native dis- 
tinction, it is manifest that they 
must be initiated here. By a dispen- 
sation of the Spirit, in connection 
with truth adapted to their capacity, 
this glorious object is effected. 

The first thing requisite in teaching 
children the fear of the Lord, is to 
secure their attention. " Come, ye 
children, hearken unto me^" You 
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all know what it is to hearken. 
When any one is telling you a story 
that is interesting, you listen closely 
to every word. You do not look this 
way and that, and think of a 
thousand other things; but your 
mind is intent upon what is told you. 
Your eyes perhaps are fixed upon the 
face of him who is speaking, and so 
fixed as to indicate that your ears 
also are open. He has nothing there- 
fore to do but to speak right on, with 
an assurance that you will catch 
every sentence and every syllable. 
Such is the hearing which you should 
give to those who teach you the fear 
of the Lord. Consider then the invi- 
tation as addressed to yourselves. 
You, my young friends, are the very 
persons to whom I shall speak. 
Hearken unto, me, and I will teach 
you the fear of the Lord. 
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There is a Being who has ever UvecL 
He made the world, and made it for 
himself, and therefore claims it as 
his own. The sun, the moon, the 
stars, the earth, and, all creatures that 
exis^ belong to him. Because he 
created you and me, and every one 
of us, we are all his property. 

This great Being is a Spirit who is 
able to do whatever he pleases. Spirit, 
you know, is that which thinks, and 
chooses, and loves, and the like. 
Ton can think; but it is not your 
body that thinks. You can choose; 
but it is not your body which chooses. 
YcEi, you can love, or hate ; yet it is not 
your body that exercises either of 
these affections. But it is the soul, 
the soul which will exist when your 
body has become dust True, you 
cannot see the soul; nor can any 
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man living. Yet that you have this 
spiritual nature is evident, because 
you can reason, and remember, and 
are aware of difference between right 
and wrong. Thus, though you can- 
not see God, the Father of spirits, 
you can see enough of his works to 
convince you of the truth that there 
is such a Being. Who could have 
made the mountains, and the rivers, 
and the lofty sky ? What could have 
caused day and night to come at 
their appointed time, and the seasons 
to return regularly as they do, Spring, 
and Summer, and Autumn, and 
Winter, if there were not this Al- 
mighty Spirit? As you look abroad 
over the fields, and the forests, and 
the ocean, and the heavens, are you 
not persuaded that there is a God of 

infinite power? 

20 
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Again. God is as wise as he is 
mighty. You know some things, and 
your parents and teachers doubtless 
many more, and all the men in the 
world together have an incalculable 
amount of knowledge or intelligence, 
yet this one 5eing knows more in 
a moment than all others forever. 
Yes, he alone knows all there is to 
be known. Wh^t wisdom was it 
that fashioned the earth, and filled 
the seas, and fixed the stars ! What 
wisdom is it that preserves them all 
in their appropriate places ! Why, it 
would seem at times, wheQ.the sun 
is hid, and the storm is rushing, and 
t|iun4er roUp and roars in wrath, as 
though the pillars of hpaven would 
f^l^ and the soUd world would be 
shivered by the shock ! But a calm 
ensues. The clouds disperse — the 
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winds subside — and the earth and 
firmament look fair as before. The 
wisdom of Grod — yea, the wisdom of 
God, no less than his power, is seen 
in the stability of these his works. 

Yet it is not alone in scenes so 
grand, and full of awe, that you learn 
the greatness of Jehovah, His 
wisdom is visible in the humblest 
forms of created existence. Take but 
an insect, and you have an illustra- 
tion. Look at it in connection with 
some acknowledged specimen of 
human skill If you ever observed 
the mechanism of a watch, you have 
thought there must have been emi- 
nent ingenuity in proportioning and 
balancing those wheels and springs, 
so as to subserve the purpose of 
time-keeping. And you reasoned 
correctly. A timepiece is in truth a 
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wonderful contrivance. But bow 
does it compare with the wisdom 
displayed in the structure of an 
insect? There is the capacity of 
motion^ rapid, and moderate, and ad- 
mirably various. There are Hmbs, 
and joints, and membranes, and 
pores, each significant of design. 
There are the senses of seeing, tast- 
ing, smelling, and feeUng — and the 
actings of instinct, still more remark- 
able. Yea, there is a perfect organ- 
ization even in a fly. Small as it 
seems, it is a creature of life, which 
nothing short of infinite skill could 
have designed. If then that simple 
insect shows signs of such amazing 
wisdom on the part of its Creator, 
what shall be said of the exhibition 
as it appears in the vast variety of 
fishes, and birds, and beasts, and 
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men? Oh, the depth of the riches 
of divine knowledge! "Lo, these 
are parts of his ways : but how little 
a portion is heard of him ! " 

Again. God is everywhere at the 
same time. Being all intelligence, or 
Spirit, he is not in the least confined 
to space. He not only can be, but 
firom the fact of his infinity, he 
actually is in every place. He comes 
in contact, and immediate contact 
with all parts of the universe. " Am 
I a God at hand, saith the Lord, and 
not a God afar ofi*? Can any hide 
himself in secret places that I shall 
not see him ? saith the Lord. Do not 
I fill heaven and earth? saith the 
Lord." On the same principle, it is 
said, "The eyes of the Lord are in 
every place, beholding the evil and 
the good. — Neither is there any crea- 

20* 
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ture that is not manifest in his sight : 
but all things are naked and opened 
unto the eyes of him with whom we 
have to do." 

It is indeed a serious thought, how- 
ever children may regard it, that God 
"is not far from every one of us: 
For in him we live, and move, and 
have our being." So pervading is his 
presence, that nothing can be nearer 
than the infinite Spirit. Remember 
this, my young friends, to-day, and to- 
morrow, and next day, and forever, that 
the Lord is thus near you, wherever 
you are, however you may feel, and 
whatever you may be doing. I say, 
the Lord is close by you all the time. 
He hears every word, he discerns 
every thought, and notices exactly 
every movement. There is no possi- 
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bility, in fact, of being out of his 
presence. 

« Within thy circling power I stand; 
On every side I find thy hand : 
Awake, asleep, at home, abroad, 
I am surrounded still with God." 

Again. God is good. 

His love is as extensive as his pres- 
ence or his power. His goodness is 
the source of all proper enjoyment. 
The displays of it therefore are as 
numerous as his works and ways, 
and as rich withal as the traces of 
his inteUigence. It was because he 
is good, that he made the world, and 
adorned it as he did with superlative 
beauty. It was for the same reason 
that he peopled creation with such a 
plenitude and variety of beings. The 
numerous creatures that swarm in 
the air and sea, are so many proofs of 
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his benevolence. But more especially 
is man, immortal man, an indication 
of his beneficence. Yes, children, it 
was on account of his goodness, that 
Grod created you and me* We were 
not needed to make him happy. He 
might have had enough without us. 
Yet kindness induced him to bring 
us into life, and it is the same good 
will which has led him to watch over 
us all our days. Wiztch over vs^ did I 
say? Does he indeed preserve us 
from death? Is it God who keeps 
our health by day, and our soul by 
night, and brings the bright sun to 
cheer our waking? Is it he that 
feeds us, and gives us friends to pro- 
\\die for other and higher benefits? 
Yea, doubtless ; if we have anything 
which makes us blessed, in Uving, or 
loving, or learning, or hope — God is 
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the Giver. And not only this; there 
is grace in the hoon, which above all 
else signalizes the blessing. So far 
from our deserving it in the least, it is 
all gratuitous. " The Lord is good to 
all; and his tender mercies are over 
all his works." 

There is one view however, of in- 
finite Goodness, which perhaps you 
are accustomed to forget It is that 
which respects his hatred of sin. His 
being ;W, remember, is because he 
is good. His justice, in other words, 
is but a meet modification of his 
goodness. He is as good accordingly 
in abhorring evil, and punishing the 
wicked, as he is in loving right, and 
rewarding the righteous. In both 
cases, he conducts in accordance with 
the declaration, God is love. Yes, he 
is benevolent in all his designs and 
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doings — in the laws he appoints, in 
the events he produces, in the re- 
spective dispensations oi his provi- 
dence and grace, and in the execu- 
tion of his fearful threatenings. Were 
he not so good, (with reverence he it 
spoken,) he might connive at sin, and 
acquit the guilty. But as it is, he is 
influenced hy holy love to discrimi- 
nate between the precious and the 
vile. Far be it from him to slay the 
righteous with the wicked — and that 
the righteous should be as the 
wicked, far be it from him. — " Shall 
not the Judge of all the earth do* 
right?" 

Furthermore. God is unchangeable. 
What is true of him now, will be 
Irue of him forever. His spirituality 
and perfections will remain the same, 
world without end. It is so strictly. 
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With the Father of lights, there is 
neither variableness, nor shadow of 
change. He is eternally good, eter- 
nally wise, and eternally supreme. 
'^ God is not a man, that he should 
lie ; neither the son of man, that he 
should repent" His word therefore 
will stand, and his will prevail, what- 
ever may oppose, and whatever may 
perish. Well, then, may the inhab- 
itants of heaven sing, " Great and 
manrelous are thy works, Lord God 
Almighty; just and true are thy 
ways, thou King of saints. Who 
shall not fear thee, O Lord, and glo- 
rify thy name ? " 

Now for the simple lesson of duty. 
What is the fear of the Lord, in- 
tended in the text ? Should I say in 
a word that it is serving him^ I should 
tell the truth; but the question pro- 
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bably would as soon return, what is 
it to serve him ? The answer to that 
however is explicit, — it is obeying 
from the heart this great good Being. 
So far, surely, you understand it. 
Obedience is the submission of one 
will to another. A wilUng compli- 
ance with just authority, is neither 
more nor less than what God re- 
quires. He demands the love and 
homage of his creatures, to the extent 
of their abiUty and means of infor- 
mation. To obey your parents^ is to 
do as they direct, honoring them at 
the s^me time with sentiments of 
suitable respect and affection. Such 
is it, in like manner, to obey your 
Maker. He must be held in the 
highest estimation, consulted, and 
submitted to, without reluctance, and 
without hypocrisy. "Now therefore 
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fear the Lord, and serve him in sin- 
cerity and in truth. — I will teach 
you the good and the right way: 
Only fear the Lord, and serve him in 
truth with all your heart : for consider 
how great things he hath done for 
you." 

The service of God, my young 
friends, is most reasonable. You can 
surely think of him, and make it the 
purpose of your life to please him. 
Think of him? How could you 
easily avoid it? The earth, the air, 
the light, the darkness — the very 
dew-drop tells of him. How numer- 
ous indeed are the expressions of his 
wisdom. See that cloud hanging in 
mid-heaven — who keeps it there, 
and causes it to rain? Observe the 
lightning darting across, or that rain- 
bow rising with its edge of gold ! Is 

21 
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there nothing in these which speaks 
of Grod? O what addresses to your 
admiration ! 

Yet descend, if you please, to lesser 
objects. Hear that bee humming in 
the blossom. How cheerful — how 
charming ! Small as it is, what does 
it say ? Does it not seem to sing of 
his wisdom and goodness who made 
us all ? Ah, the blossom itself has a 
beauty and fragrance, expressive of 
his creative power. Thus, in the 
works of the Lord, there is always 
something to bring him before you as 
an object of thought ; and more than 
this, to bring him before you as the 
Object of praise. Hence said the 
Psalmist, "The works of the Lord 
are great, sought out of all them 
that have pleasure therein." There 
is moreover a special guide. The 
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Bible, preeminently, is the Lord's 
Book. Good men wrote it, as they 
were moved by his Spirit, for the 
very purpose of teaching us the fear 
of the Lord. There you will find it 
clearly reveal^ what you are to be, 
and what you are to do, in order to 
secure his everlasting favor. Yes, 
my children, Jesus has said, " Search 
the Scriptures ; for in them ye think 
ye have eternal life: and they are 
they which testify of me." In this 
way therefore seek to acquaint your- 
selves with duty. Be willing both to 
leam and to practice the precepts of 
the Bible ; and you are eafe. '^ In 
keeping of them there is great reward." 
Of this, hereafter, I hope to say more 
— but must pause for the present 
with this conclusion : " Fear Grod, and 
keep his commandments : For this is 
the whole duty of man." 
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PSALM. 

Children, in years and knowledge yoang, 
Your parents' hope, your parents' joy, 

Attend the counsels of my tongue. 
Let pious thoughts your minds employ. 

If you desire a length of days. 

And peace to crown your mortal state. 

Restrain your feet from impious ways. 
Your lips from slander and deceit 

The eyes of God regard his saints, 
His ears are open to their cries ; 

He sets his frowning face against 
The sons of violence and lies. 

To humble souls and broken hearts 
God with his grace is ever nigh ; 

Pardon and hope his love imparts. 
When men in deep contrition lie. 

He tells their tears, he counts their groans. 
His Son redeems their souls from death ; 

His Spirit heals their broken bones ; 
They in his praise employ their breath. 



LECTURE X 

CHILDREN TAUGHT THE PEAR 
OF THE LORD. 

4 

Psalm 34: 11. Come, ye children, hearken unto me: I 
will teach yon the fear of the Lord. 

This Psalm is so replete with de- 
sirable instruction, that it is dij£cult 
to select the points most important to 
be considered Every part of it is 
rich in materials of thought, and 
would well reward your particular 
attention. Hoping that you will thus 
read it, and reflect upon it at your 
leisure, I proceed to specify some 
topics presented in close connection 
with the text. Those are, 

21^ 
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First. Such as relate to the subject 
itself of fearing the Lord. 

It was remarked concisely in the 
previous Lecture, that to fear the 
Lord, in the sense here signified, is 
heartily to obey him. In other words, 
it is keeping his com/mandments. It 
was said at the same time, that to 
this intent, the Bible is the great di- 
rectory. The inquiry therefore now 

« 

arises. What saith the Scripture? 
That, I will answer, in a few particu- 
lars directly at hand. 

One thing is this, " Keep thy tongue 
from evily and thy lips from spedking 
guileJ^ Whatever may be thought of 
it, the word of God attaches material 
importance to this point. A proper 
use of the power of speech is repre- 
sented as decidedly essential. That 
power is described as the glory of our 
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frame, and yet it may be prostituted 
to the basest of purposes. Yes, the 
tongue is an instrument of good or 
ill, proverbially ejficient. Hence the 
interest which the Creator has mani- 
fested in regard to the use of this re- 
markable organ. There are no less 
than two of the ten commandments 
that have reference expressly to the 
use of the tongue ; and there are 
more than two of them that can be 
violated by speech. Evil-speaking 
has I know not how many modes. 
Blasphemy, deception, falsehood, lev- 
ity, lewdness, profaneness, perjury? 
and slander, are a few of its manifold 
forms of ill, the whole of which it 
would be next to impossible to enu- 
merate. 

To keep the tongue therefore from 
evil, and the lips from speaking guile 
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— to avoid trespassing in this way 
upon either the rights of God or 
men — is assuredly no slight concern. 
Indeed, to be sinless in speech, de- 
mands a degree of watchfulness and 
sobriety beyond what any of us have 
ever witnessed. There may be some 
comparative examples; but at best 
how deficient, and those how rare! 
And yet there are no better apologies, 
that I am awwe, for sins of this de- 
scription than for others. True, " the 
tongue is a fire, a worid of iniquity ; " 
and so is the heart deceitful^ and des- 
perately wicked. Still God commands 
us, and with equal authority, not to 
transgress his law with either. Nor 
has he left any latitude in regard to 
speaking injuriously of men. He has 
charged us, in truth, to avoid that 
incongruity of praising him and 
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cursing them. Blessing the Father, 
and defaming his children, are things 
that cannot by any means harmonize. 
" My brethren, these things ought not 
so to be." 

Keeping the heart, 1 do not doubt, is 
the grand requisition in serving God ; 
yet this, be it remembered, is neces- 
sary among other things, with expUdt 
reference to the government of the tongue. 
Much of piety, it is evident, consists in 
a suitable employment of the faculty 
of speech. We have the best of reasons 
for saying. If any man seem to be reU- 
gious, and bridkth not his tongue^ his re- 
Ugionisvain; and furthermore, " If any 
man offend not in wordy the same is a 
perfect man, and able also to bridle the 
whole body." We read accordingly 
of the grace of the HpSy which God re- 
gards with peculiar approbation. " To 



346 urbside lectures. 

him that ordereth his conversation 
alight, will I show the salvation of 
Grod." Admit that the termi embraces 
more than the matter and manner of 
verbal address, yea, admit that it com- 
prehends an individual's entire deport- 
ment ; still the impression is a just one, 
that the fndt of the lips is eminently 
essential How frequently and how 
strongly is it so represented ! " Only 
let your conversation be as it hecom- 
eth the gospel of Christ'' 

Eiq)ecially is it important that you 
should refrain from every evil habit of 
speaking. Let the tongue never utter 
anything vicious, anything perverse, 
or anything deceitful Speak not in- 
considerately, or with the slightest 
degree of disrespect or unkindness. 
Let your resolution, indeed, be that of 
David, " I will take heed to my ways, 
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that I sin not with my tongue." Re- 
member also the declaration of Solo- 
mon, " In the multitude of words there 
wanteth not sin : but he that refraineth 
his lips is wise." Yes, children, if you 
would be strictly good, be cautious at 
all times of what you wish to say : for 
the tongue of the just is as choice siker. 

Another thing. " Depart from evil, 
and do good." 

Evil, in this case, means actual 
wickedness. It includes whatever is 
morally wrong. To depart from it, is 
to leave it oflf. It is to abandon it en- 
tirely. The whole practice of iniquity, 
in thought, or feeling, or word, or ac- 
tion, should thus be surrendered. Such 
is the Scriptural view of repentance. 
Yea, turning from one's wicked ways 
to a righteous course of aflfection and 
conduct, is conversion to God. Sin- 
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cerity, of course, is indispensable. 
Feigning to turn, and actually turning, 
are by no means the same. One 
is a mere counterfeit ; the other a real 
coin. 

Yet there need be no distressing 
suspense in respect to the question of 
Christian obedience. A cordial pur- 
pose of ceasing to do evil, need not be 
confounded with simple pretence, nor 
with self-deception. If you cheerfully 
forsake every known habit of sin, yea, 
if it be the determined eflfort of your 
mind to do so, you are undoubtedly 
departing from eviL The seat of 
affection therefore, it is apparent, that 
is to say, your sptritval self, must be 
specially guarded. "Keep thy heart 
with all diUgence ; for out of it are the 
issues of life." Strive to suppress 
every sinful inclination, and to cherish 
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and confirm every virtuous impression. 
Take heed to your secret thoughts and 
wishes, that your spirit may be pre- 
served from the slightest tendency to 
what is wicked. Yea, carefully avoid 
all temptation to sin. Keep away 
from it as far as possible. 

It is necessary therefore to beware 
of the corrupting influence of others. 
There is a contagiousness in bad 
example, which renders it unsafe to 
be anywhere near it. True it may not 
be possible entirely to avoid the sight 
or hearing of that which is impious ; 
yet it is desirable by all means to shun 
every needless exposure to such evil 
It was the prayer of one who sought 
to obey the wUl of God with all his 
heart, " Turn away mine eyes from 
beholding vanity." And with equal 
earnestness should every one seek to 

22 
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escape from the hearing of whatever 
is vicious. Ah, words have a power 
to tempt and to taint the inmost spirit ! 
Though it may not seem so to the un- 
wary, be assured that it is injurious to 
hear the expressions of unholy senti- 
ment " Be not deceived : Evil com- 
munications corrupt good manners." 
Neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, 
nor jesting licentiously, is adapted to 
benefit either the intellect or the heart. 
" Cease, my son, to hear the instruc- 
tion which causeth to err. — Enter not 
into the path of the wicked, and go 
not in the way of evil men. Avoid it, 
pass not by it, turn from it, and pass 
away. For they sleep not, except they 
have done mischief; and their sleep is 
taken away, unless they cause some 
to fall. — Blessed is the man that 
walketh not in the counsel of the un- 
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godly, nor standeth in the way of sin- 
ners, nor sitteth in the seat of the 
scornful." May this, my young friends^ 
be your caution, and yours be the 
blessing associated with it 

There is connected however with 
the point we have been considering 
another very essential precept "i>o 
goodJ^ Yes, actual righteousness is 
required of aU. Doing good, in the 
first sense, is doing right. This alone, 
it must be confessed, is an object of 
no trivial interest It demands a whole 
heart Integrity in everything, yea, 
uprightness in anything, is what feeble 
exertion never attained. Yet the com- 
mandment is exceeding broad. It ex* 
tends to every department of business, 
as well as to every act of devotion, 
pervading in fact the entire sphere of 
secular and spiritual duties. ^ Be ye 
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therefore perfect" Let your conduct 
throughout be in harmony with the 
purpose of rendering to all their dues. 
" He hath showed thee, O man, what 
is good ; and what doth the Lord re- 
quire of thee, but to do justly, and to 
love mercy, and to walk humbly with 
thy Grod ? " This, of course, does not 
preclude the idea of being serviceable 
to others, but virtually embraces that 
distinguishing element of well-doing. 
Beneficence is so nearly allied to jus- 
tice, that it is impossible to separate 
them except by violence. Doing good, 
therefore, is substantially synonymous 
with being useful Indeed, it is the 
prevalent meaning of the term. The 
communication of benefit is naturally, 
nay, almost necessarily supposed, when 
we hear such language. Hence the 
practice of goodness is understood to 
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be the exercise of diffusive benevo- 
lence. So let it be, in both personal 
estimation and personal effort. Aye, 
by all means. The disposition to live 
for self alone, is one that not a child 
ought to cherish. It is utterly unlike 
the character of God, and in the same 
degree contrairy to his conmiands. Is 
Jehovah good, and doing good ; such 
ought to be the spirit and action of his 
intelligent creatures. Let the young, 
then, be exhorted to remember, that 
the blessed Jesus, in the days of his 
flesh, " went about doing good.^^ 

Another thing. " Seek peace, and 
pursue it.'^ 

The peace here intended is muttLol 
(igreement, or as we sometimes express 
it, a good understanding with others. 
This is to be sought as eminently de- 
sirable, though not at the sacrifice of 

22* 
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truth or godliness. Inasmuch as no- 
thing can be more opposite to well- 
doing than contentiousness, the pres- 
ent precept urges to the exercise of a 
pacific spirit To seek peace, and 
pursue it, is to cultivate a friendly dis- 
position, and manifest the same in our 
entire deportment To refrain at least 
from all unfriendliness, is as obligatory 
as the law of love. Nay, if need be, 
we are to stvdy to he quiet Hence, 
we are taught to "follow after the 
things which make for peace — and to 
follow peace with all men." Nor is it 
meant by this to impose a rule that 
cannot be complied with. No, by no 
means. In view of the fact that there 
may be difficulty in maintaining 
friendliness with some spirits, the gos- 
pel gives us this qualification, as much 
as possible^ " live peaceably with all 
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men." iewe, in this matter, is theful- 
filing of the law^ and worketh no ill to 
his neighbor, however he may be dis- 
posed to receive it 

In some instances indeed, there is 
no better mode of keeping the peace 
than to stand aloof from all Uabilities 
to collision. As an example, when a 
good man was once asked, " How he 
kept himself from being involved in 
quarrels — he replied, By letting the 
angry person always have the quarrel 
to himself" There is, besides, another 
lesson which children can commit to 
memory in a moment It is one which 
was dictated by the venerable Elliot, a 
great while ago. "Learn the mean- 
ing of these three little words, hear^ 
forbear^ forgive^ If that however is 
not sufficient, you may resort to the 
Scriptures, and learn from the S£^cre4 
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Psalms of David, How good and how 
pleasant it isfor brethren to dwell togeth- 
er in unity ! And then turn over to the 
Epistles of John, and read line upon 
line, line upon line^ in illustration of 
this subject. " For this is the message 
that ye heard from the beginning, thai 
we should hve one another J^ 

Some other points are now to be 
noticed, 

Second. Relative to the blessedness 
of fearing the Lord. 

I select them from the Psalm con- 
taining the text There is an assur- 
ance, to begin with, that they that seek 
the Jjord shall not want any good thing. 
That is so simple that it needs no 
explanation, and 90 full of encourage- 
ment as to forbid distrust Think of 
it, my young friends, eis promising the 
pious everything needful ! 
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There is also, afterwards, this <5om- 
prehensive declaration, " The eyes of 
the Lord are upon the righteous, and 
his e8u*s are open unto their cry." How 
significant of care, attention, and kind- 
ness ! It implies, at least, two things 
that are essentially important. To be 
seen and heard by the Father of spi- 
rits, is what is indispensable to human 
happiness. But are not his eyes, it 
may be asked, upon the wicked as 
well as upon the good, and his ears 
open to the cry of all ?^ Yea, verily, 
they are, and open wide ; though not 
in the sense intended here. Other- 
wise, it would not signalize " the 
rigkteousj" but would comprehend 
every one, however bad. Whereas, 
the very next sentence declares, " The 
face of the Lord is against them that 
do evil" 
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You wish however, to understand 
more definitely what the previous pas- 
sage means. Let us have, say you, a 
familiar illustration. Well, as it ap- 
pears to be practicable, I will attempt 
it. There, for instance^ is a child that 
obeys his parents. As he moves about 
here and there, doing what he is bid- 
den, and doing it cheerfully, the eyes 
of his father are fixed upon him with 
peculiar satisfaction. He looks, and 
looks, and looks again — not with a 
dread and frowning aspect, but with 
an air of approbation. The truth is, that 
he is so fond of that dutiful child, that 
he loves to observe him, and to treat 
him with kindness* Even when he is 
weary with the toils of the day, and is 
seated in the midst of his family at the 
fireside, there is refreshment in the 
very sight of his son, contributing to 
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the comfort of all around him. Who, 
indeed, does Hot love to see such a 
spectacle as an obedient boy? And 
what is there that a father will not do 
for the sake of his beloved offspring ? 
Is he not continually attentive to their 
interest ? Thus the eyes of the Lord 
are upon the righteous. 

There is an illustration also in the 
watchfulness of mothers. Is it not 
strange that children do not think of 
it oftener? Why, one would suppose 
they could never forget the care and 
kindness of her who bore them ; but, 
alas, there is painful proof of the as- 
sertion that childhood and youth are 
vanity! Still there is fervor and 
steadfastness in maternal love, such 
as gives it distinction wherever it is 
exhibited. What makes that mother 
listen so carefully, and start from her 
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seat as in an instant ? Is it not the 
cry of a child in distress? O how 
intent on ascertaining; and when 
ascertained, how eager, if need be, to 
afford relief! Nothing is withheld 
that seems to be requisite. Her hand 
and heart are as prompt as her hear- 
ing, yea, ready at all times to assist 
the suffering. Suppose the object is 
her own dear infant, and that is 
thought to be dangerously ilL How 
does she bend her ear to its com- 
plaints, and keep it open day and 
night, lest some want of the sufferer 
should be unsupplied ! Not a sigh is 
uttered by the sick one which has not 
a response in the mother's breast, and 
not a pain is experienced by that 
daughter, which the mother does not 
sympathetically feel. Ah, let but the 
whisper of a request be offered, faint 
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and inarticulate as it may be, there are 
waiting ears to catch the sound ! Thus 
is it, that '' the righteous cry, and the 
Lord heareth, and delivereth them out 
of ail their troubles." 

If the question arise, as frequently 
it does, how the Creator can thus at- 
tend to the cries of his children, you 
have only to remember what has been 
said before relative to his infinite 
power and presence. His word is pos- 
itive, not only upon this, but also as 
respects his peculiar favor to them that 
fear him. " The Lord is nigh unto 
them that are of a broken heart ; and 
saveth such as be of a contrite spirit. 
Many are the afflictions of the right- 
eous : but the Lord delivereth him out 
of them alL" Happy, therefore, are 
his obedient servants ! 

Another consideration, with which 

23 



262 FIRESIDE LECTURES. 

to conclude, is the final consequence 
of present piety. " The Lord redeem- 
eth the soul of his servants : and none 
of them that trust in him shall be des- 
olate." 

This, dear children, is the one thing 
needful. The redemption of the soul 
is God's greatest gift. Think of the 
expense at which it was purchased ! 
What precious blood was shed to pro- 
vide for it! Behold the Lamb of 
God, sacrificed for sin, *' the just for 
the unjust, that he might bring us to 
God!" What compassion is thus 
manifested — what condescension — 
and what agony withal to rescue the 
lost ! What love too is employed in 
the gracious process of reconciling the 
guilty soul ! All, all is merciful beyond 
expression ! Never was a parent so 
kind as God has been in sending his 
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blessed Son to die for us. Never has 
a friend done so much as the Saviour 
has done in laying down his Ufe. And 
no one surely has waited longer to do 
you good, than the eternal Spirit, en- 
treating you to turn from your evil 
ways. Can any one, then, be reluc- 
tant to yield ? Whose heart is so hard- 
ened as to refuse submission ? 

The object to be gained by fearing 
the Lord, is the saving of your soul 
from sin and ruin, and having it lioly 
and happy forever. Yea, it promises 
all this, with the heavenly inheritance. 
Is it not desirable, therefore, to seek 
and secure this glorious prize? My 
child will you do it ? The Lord is on 
a throne of mercy, and willing to par- 
don those that ask him, in the name 
of Christ. His ears are open — and 
open now. Yes, he is nigh — and 
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nigh at this moment The cry which 
he attends to, is humble prayer. In 
any place, he is able to hear. Besides, 
be it remembered, the desire of the 
mind is understood by him. Here, 
accordingly, you may begin to love 
the Lord your God with all your heart 
Here you may begin to pray, " God, be 
merciful to me a sinner." And here 
his grace may speak peace to your 
spirit, yea, a foretaste in truth of ^^ joy 
unspeakdble, and full of glory." 



HYMN. 



" Remember thy Creator" 

While youth's fair spring is bright, 
Before thy cares are greater, 

Before comes age's night ; 
While yet the sun shines o'er thee, 

While stars the darkness cheer, 
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While life is all before thee, 
" Thy great Creator fear." 

" Remember thy Creator," 

£re life resigns its trust, 
Ere sinks dissolving nature, 

And dust returns to dust ; 
Before with God who gave it, 

The spirit shall appear : 
He cries, who died to save it, 

" Thy great Creator fear." 



23* 



LECTURE XL 

THE FATHERLESS AND WIDOWS. 

Psalm 68: 5. A father of the fotherless, and a judge of the 
widows, is God in his holy habitation. 

The condition, evidently, of orphans 
and widows, is such as claims peculiar 
commiseration. To be without the 
society, and support, and guardianship 
of the paternal head of a family, is to 
be destitute of an invaluable blessing. 
The want of a father, to the young es- 
pecially, whose interests are here con- 
sidered, is naturally a very grievous 
loss : and the literal meaning of the 
word vndoWy is expressive of sorrowful 
bereavement Such, indeed, is the 
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prevailing impression with respect to 
these afliicted classes. They are sub- 
ject to a special privation which enti- 
tles them to peculiar sympathy and 
assistance. And it is comforting to 
know, that whatever may be the meas- 
ure of human kindness which they 
are permitted to experience, there is a 
Patron above who espouses their cause 
with extraordinary interest. 

It is my purpose accordingly, to 
speak of the special regard which God 
has towards the fatherless and widows. 
The universal Sovereign is disposed 
to befriend them. Though he be 
high, yet hath he respect unto the 
lowly. His favor is proffered to these 
ia particular. 

"When families are bereaved of 
their head, God takes care of them, 
and is himself their head; and the 
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widows and the fatherless children 
shall find that in him which they have 
lost in the relation that is removed, and 
infinitely more and better. He is a fa- 
ther of the fatherless, to pity them, to 
bless them, to provide for them, and to 
portion them. They have liberty to call 
him Father, and to plead their relation to 
himastheirguardian. . . . He is a Judge 
or Patron of the widows, to give them 
counsel, and to do them right ; to own 
them, and plead their cause. He has 
an ear open to all their complaints, 
and a hand open to all their wants. He 
is so in his holy habitation ; which may 
be understood either of the habitation 
of his glory in heaven, or of the habi-. 
tation of his grace on earth ; and so if 
is a direction to the widows and 
fatherless, how to apply themselves to 
Grod. Let them go to his holy habita- 
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tion, to his word and ordinances ; there 
they may find him, and find comfort in 
him." * 

This view is sustained by several 
important arguments : 

1. By express declarations of Scrip- 
ture. 

Jehovah is styled the helper of the 
fatherless^ and it is said that in him the 
fatherless findeth mercy. In agreement 
with this the Psalmist prayed, " Defend 
the poor and fatherless : do justice to 
the afflicted and needy." The perti- 
nence of such prayer is found in the 
fact, explicitly stated, that the Lord 
" relieveth the fatherless and widow." 
Yea, David had learned in early life to 
trust in this provision with perfect con- 
fidence. " When my father and my 
mother forsake me, then the Lord will 
take me up." Li the absence, that is, 

* M. Henry. 
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of the best human helpers, he would 
still rely upon the favor of Heaven. 
And Jehovah authorizes that reliance 
— how plainly, and how graciously ! 
What matter of comfort to his people 
when departing this life, that there is 
such positive assurance ! " Leave thy 
fatherless children, I will preserve 
them alive ; and let thy widows trust 
in me." 

Aware of the peculiarly defenceless 
condition of those who have suffered 
this sad bereavement, God seems, as 
we may say, signalb/ to support, and 
protect, and comfort them. " He doth 
execute the judgment of the fatherless 
and widow." Such, then, are some 
of the numerous declarations which 
sustain the sentiment that God has 
special regard to those who are in this 
state of orphanage or widowhood. 
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The expressions surely are very ex- 
plicit, and happily harmonious. What 
doctrine need have clearer proof, or 
better comfort? Inasmuch as the 
word of inspiration is credible, the idea 
manifestly here maintained has full 
and satisfactory evidence. Yes, line 
upon line converges to the point which 
is thus apparent. 

This will be confirmed by another 
view: 

2. The injunctions of Jehovah rela- 
tive to the treatment of undows and 
orphans. 

It is written among the statutes of 
the Lord, "Ye shall not afflict any 
widow, or fatherless child. If thou 
afflict them in any wise, and they cry 
at all unto me, I will surely hear their 
cry : and my wrath shall wax hot, and 
I will kill you with the sword ; and 
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your wives shall be widows, and your 
children fatherless." What a prohibi- 
tion is this, and what a sanction ! Who 
can conceive of a more determinate 
expression of either interest or author- 
ity ? Who can imagine a more posi- 
tive purpose to vindicate the claims of 
injured helplessness ? Does it not ap- 
pear indisputably, that God takes 
notice in particular of their condition 
whose necessities are here supposed ? 
Yet you will find that this is not a 
solitary example of precepts providing 
for the safety of these classes. In the 
Mosaic economy a distinct regard is 
had to them^ both in point of justice 
and generosity. It is not simply, that 
they shall not be wronged^ but that they 
shall be favored. Hence those direc- 
tions relative to the gleanings of the 
harvest-fields, the olive-trees, and the 
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vineyards. Such remembrances surely 
of the widowed and the fatherless were 
not unmeaning impositions. They 
convey the idea, on every hand, that 
God has singular regard to their wel- 
fare. If it were not so, it would be 
difficult to perceive the fitness of sev- 
eral sacred admonitions. A special 
curse indeed is pronounced upon him 
who shall pervert what is due to such : 
" And all the people shall say, Amen." 
Among the indignities moreover 
done to the Almighty, demanding his 
severe displeasure, is noted inpistice to- 
wards the fatherless and widows. Op- 
pression itself, so frequently and forci- 
bly reprimanded by the prophets, has 
reference often to robbing these of their 
rights. Yes, a catalogue of the crying 
sins at one time prevalent in Jerusa- 
lem, embraces this among the. rest: 

24 
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" In thee have they vexed the father- 
less and the widow." And it would 
be easy to show, that not one particu- 
lar species of injustice was more 
determinately rebuked than this. Thus 
the Father of lights is eminently re- 
gardful of the parties specified in the 
text. 

Another ailment is, 3. The respect 
of righteous men to the peculiar claims of 
widows and orphans. 

Observe the protestation of that dis- 
tinguished saint Job : " If I have 
withheld the poor from their desire, or 
have caused the eyes of the widow to 
feil : or have eaten my morsel myself 
alone, and the fatherless hath not eaten 
thereof; (for from' my youth he was 
brought up with me, as with a father, 
and I have guided her from my mo- 
ther's womb ;) if I have seen any per- 
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ish for want of clothing, or any poor 
without covering: if his loins have 
not blessed me, and if he were not 
warmed with the fleece of my sheep ; 
if I have lift up my hand against the 
fatherless, when I saw my help in the 
gate ; then let mine arm fall from my 
shoulder-blade, and mine arm be bro- 
ken from the bone." * 

What but a consciousness of the 
propriety here supposed, could have 
induced him to utter that solemn 
assertion? Certainly he must have 
regarded it an essential manifestation 
of goodness, to commiserate the con- 
dition of such as he designates. Be- 
sides, he assures us, that it was among 
the pleasant reminiscences of" months 
past," that when the ear heard him, then 
it blessed hint, and when the eye saw him, 

♦ Job 81: 16—22. 
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it gave witness to him, as a favorer of 
the fatherless, etc. " The blessing of 
him that was ready to perish came 
upon me : and I caused the widow's 
heart to sing for joy," These senti- 
ments signify, as clearly as need be, a 
providential interest respecting the 
afflicted, distinguishing them in the 
gracious regards of the common Pa- 
rent. 

Good men have sympathized with 
the fatherless and widows, and have 
exhibited substantial proofs of this, 
because they were divinely instructed 
to do so. In the early days of Chris- 
tianity, as you are aware, special pro- 
vision was made for rmdows^ lest they 
should lack the necessaries of comfort- 
able subsistence. The spirit of the 
arrangement, to say the least, exhibits 
a consoling fact in their condition, viz. 



r 
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that generous regards towards them 
are appropriate. Thus far therefore 
the evidence is conclusive in favor of 

« 

the position here maintained. 

4. Incidental allusions to vridows and 
orphans, in historical sketches of sacred 
truth J afford additional testimony to this 
principle. 

The woman of Zarephath who sus- 
tained Elijah, was a widow. The first 
which he saw of her was at the gate 
of the city, gathering sticks. Fatigued 
and famishing, the prophet besought 
of her a drink of water. With the 
kindness characteristic of her sex, she 
was hastening to bring it, when he 
added an urgent request for food. 
However willing to yield this also, 
though it was but a morsel of bread 
which he craved, she felt that she was 
absolutely unable. Her reason for 

24^ 
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denying him was positive and painful. 
She explained the extremity to which 
she was reduced. She had only a 
handful of meal and a little oil in her 
house. The fuel she was gathering 
was to prepare the last portion of food 
in her possession for herself and her 
son; that they might eat it, and die. 
What eloquence — what^ necessity ! 
The man of God however gave her to 
understand, that if she would relieve 
his wants by prompt appropriation, her 
food should not fail. Believing this, 
she acceded to the condition, and had 
the happiness of experiencing the most 
satisfactory result 

Yet it came to pass, not a long time 
after, that her fatherless child sickened 
and died. That event, as we can con- 
ceive, left her desolate indeed. But 
the widow's God was still her refuge ; 
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and to make more than good his pre- 
vious promise, sent his servant to 
sympathize with her in her sore be- 
reavement Elijah was distressed, as 
well he might be, at the unexpected 
calamity thus brought to his notice ; 
but knowing the efficacy of prayer, he 
resorted to that resource with accus- 
tomed importunity. The memorable 
result, recorded for the benefit of pos- 
terity, was that the child revived, and 
was delivered back into the arms of 
his widowed mother, a living miracle 
of joy. 

This narrative, by the way, explains 
a point which has seemed to some 
minds very mysterious, to wit, how 
widows can afford to he generous. It is 
an acknowledged fact, that they do 
much to sustain the ministry of recon- 
ciliation, and thus to benefit the world. 
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It is said of Anna, an eminent saint 
at the time of the birth of the Re- 
deemer, that she was a widow. The 
specification, of course, would not 
have been made, unless that it had 
some moral significance. 

Notice also the parable of the impor- 
tunate widow. 

Observe, in like manner, Christ's 
commendation of the widow's ofiering 
— two mites — equivalent to a far- 
thing ! 

One example especially in sacred 
history, deserves to be noticed in this 
connection. It exhibits the Saviour's 
merciful regard in a case eminently 
suited to secure it As he was ap- 
proaching at a time the city of Nain, 
there was a funeral procession just 
departing. " There was a dead man 
carried out, the only son of hiiS mother. 
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and she was a widow : and much 
people of the city was with her. And 
when the Lord saw her, he had com- 
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" Pure religion and undefiled before 
God and the Father is this, To visit 
the fatherless and widows in their 
afliiction, etc." Though friendly of- 
fices to the afflicted do not necessarily 
imply the exercise of holy love within, 
even though all our goods were given 
to feed the poor — yet the specification 
of such services as pertaining to god- 
liness, is a significant truth in relation 
to this subject It indicates^ beyond 
doubt, that the parties specified are 
appropriate objects of Christian sym- 
pathy. They, at least, who know what 
it is to be - an orphan or a widow, 
and others who have a heart of flesh, 
will be ready to discern the consistent 
reason. The very condition of widows 
and orphans, as beingjdeprived of an 
essential earthly blessing, su^ests to 
every reflecting mind the occasion of 
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their being in this manner signalized. 
" A father of the fatheiiess, and a judge 
of the widows, is God in his holy hab- 
itation," ^ 

6. The course of divine Providence is 
an eocposition of this principle. 

Candidly considered, there is, in the 
progress of events, a remarkable con- 
firmation of the doctrine here main- 
tained. Who has not observed, and 
that with admiration, how families 
thus afflicted have subsequently pros- 
pered in the world ? Where religion 
has been respected, and Grod has been 
sought as the main reliance of the 
destitute, with what favor has he fol- 
lowed their mutual endeavors to do 
well ! Look where you will, in the 
midst of a sparse or compact popula- 
tion, and observe the proportion of the 
virtuous and successful who have ex- 
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perienced the sorrows of orphanage 
and widowhood. Particularly would 
I refer to families that have been left 
without affluence to tempt them to an 
indolent or luxurious life. 



APPLICATION. 

To whom this subject especial- 
ly applies, and with what moral pur- 
port, it is not difficult to determine. 
Though it incidentally appeals to 
others, its particular address is to or- 
phans and widows. They are en- 
couraged by it to expect the favorable 
regards of their Father and Judge. 
Exceeding great and precious promi- 
ses authorize them to confide in his 
efficient protection and patronage. 
Not that they have unqualified claims 
to his compassion and complacency ; 



THE FATHERLESS AND WIDOWS. 285 

for, like others, they may so conduct 
as utterly to forfeit the gracious title. 
There are obligations on their part, not 
to be omitted. "Them that honor 
me," saith Jehovah, " I will honor ; and 
they that despise me, shall be lightly 
esteemed." It is enjoined accordingly 
upon Christians, " Honor widows that 
are widows indeed:" meaning, of 
course, those that have the appropriate 
charaxier. Thus also of their depend- 
ents : " If any widow have children or 
nephews, let them learn first to show 
piety at home, and to requite their pa- 
rents : for that is good and acceptable 
before God." From this you perceive, 
that divine favor towards such is not 
irrespective of their demeanor. If 
they will deport themselves as those 
who rely upon heavenly guidance and 

25 
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g:aardianship, they may be sure cf 
haying effectual help in time of need. 

What character is incumbent on 
widows and orphans, and what course 
of conduct, as warranting this sacred 
assurance, is referrible to the Scrip- 
tures and Christian discretion. Sum- 
marily we may say, that on one hand, 
meekness, and modesty, and other wo- 
manly virtues, sanctioned by religion, 
are to prevail — and on the other, that 
filial obedience, piety, and diligence, 
directed by the will of God, are to be 
established characteristics. With such 
principles, the parties may severally 
rely on the special friendliness of the 
Almighty. 

You that are fatherless, in the sense 
here supposed, have promise of Jeho- 
vah's merciful regard to your condi- 
tion. Yes, the Bible abounds with 



THE FATHEBLESS AND WIDOWS. 287 

comfort for you, if you will duly re- 
ceive it God is willing to be your 
Father, provided you are willing to be 
his children. Think of the inestima- 
ble favor. How worthy of your desire 
above everything else ! Hear the pro- 
posal that comes from Heaven : " Wilt 
thou not from this time cry unto me, 
My Father, thou art the guide of my 
youth ? " Thus you are to answer in- 
dividually, whether you will accept 
this friendly overture. The present 
too is the very period in which to de- 
cide. "Seek ye the Lord while he 
may be found, call ye upon him while 
he is near." 

Remember at the same time, if you 
have a mother, to treat her habitually 
as becomes her station. She is en- 
titled, as no one else on earth, to your 
respect, obedience, aad affection. Her 
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Judge, be assured, will observe your 
conduct, and will frown at the slight- 
est intended offence. Be cautious 
therefore never to afflict that mother's 
heart by any act of impropriety ; but 
strive to comfort her by all the means 
within your power. So may you ex- 
pect not only her happiness, but your 
own in addition, by the blessing of 
God. 

You who are widows, are also 
blessed with conditional assurances of 
divine favor. The declarations of 
Omnipotence are such as encourage 
abiding faith, and Christian content- 
ment Reflect on the promises, as 
applicable to this purpose. The Chief 
Magistrate of the universe pledges 
patronage beyond the capacity of all 
other power. What could he have 
done more to merit that confidence 
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which you are invited to repose in 
him ? When hath he failed of success- 
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HYMN. 

O thou that art the widow's God, 

A Father to the fatherless, 
We bow beneath thj chast'ning rod, 

Thb hour of conflict and distress. 

Parent and husband, thou hast borne. 
In silence to the opening tomb ; 

Pity the lov'd ones. Lord, that mourn. 
Whose spirits now are filled with gloom 

The hand that chastens us can heal, 
O God of faithfulness and love I 

In mercj, now thy grace reveal, 
A Father's loving kindness prove. 

O thou that art the widow's God, 

A Father to the fatherless, 
Now hearken from thy high abode. 

And deign to answer us in peace. 
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in the performance of this particular 
service, there are motives at the same 
time that render the eflfort eminently 
desirable. It is a pleasure to con- 
tribute to the comfort of those who 
have trodden the paths of life before 
us. As they are retiring from the 
heat and burden of the day, and from 
the active scenes that have tasked 
their industry, it is meet to regard 
them with particular interest. If we 
can smooth one wrinkle on the fur- 
rowed face, or relieve the bosom of 
one needless care, or soothe the 
troubled pillow of age, or help to 
support the feeble frame which totters 
over the grave, it is surely a privilege 
to perform the office. 

The charge however which is here 
enjoined upon the Christian minister, 
i% to be viewed in the Ugbt of solemn 
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obligation. Whatever he might be 
disposed to do, Heaven has given 
him a special message to the aged. 
It is in terms too that are seriously 
significant. These, therefore, it is his 
business to explain and apply, with 
appropriate earnestness and fideUty. 
It is with this impression, my re- 
spected friends, that I proceed to 
address you who are in the vale of 
years. "Be sober, grave, temperate, 
sound in faith, in charity, in pa- 
tience." 

To be sober J and gravCj may at first 
view appear to mean substantially 
the same; but by consulting the 
original it is ascertained that the im- 
port of the first term is that of watch- 
fulness. Hence vigilance is to be re- 
garded as distinctly important. That 
point, it is true, is specified frequently 
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as incumbent upon all who are in 
this state of probation; yet there is 
manifest fitness^ aa such must per* 
ceive, in its explicit application to the 
aged. They are to guard against sin, 
and watch for the Saviour, with emi- 
nent diligence, and so much the 
more as they see the period of trial 
approaching. 

It is a misapprehension that with 
the decay of nature, as it is termed^ 
temptation necessarily loses its power. 
The testimony of experience teaches, 
that instead of this^ it often actually 
increases with the feebleness of the 
mind to resist its influence. Certain 
passions, it is true, may gradually 
subside, but others are almost as 
sure to become more and more 
troublesome as life wears away. 
Thus while some allurements to sin 
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decline, as many peiiiaps are on the 
increase; and the necessity remains 
of continued watchfulness even unto 
the end. I know indeed, that they 
who wait upon the Lord shall renew 
their strength, and be able to stand 
in the day of evil; but that is the 
thing essentially of which I am 
speaking, watching and watching 
unto prayer. 

Besides, it is by no means true of 
all concerned, that as the outward 
man perishes, the inward man is re- 
newed day by day. The fact rather 
is a fearful one, that in some cases 
at least moral ability is sadly dimin- 
ished by protracted habits of impiety. 
Yea, terrible as the truth is, it ought 
not to be disguised, that peculiar 
difficulties do pertain to that perverted 
condition of spirit "Can the Ethi- 



L 
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opian change his skin, or the leopard 
his spots ? then may ye also do good^ 
that are accustomed to do evil." Ah, 
there is hardness of heart induced 
by custom, of which many are sen- 
sible to their sorrow. Nor is there 
reason to doubt the persevering ex- 
ertions of the adversary of souls, to 
ruin those who are advanced in life. 
At every step of their descent to the 
grave, he lurks in secret, it may be 
presumed, seeking whom he may devour. 
Even the pious he strives by every 
artifice to injure, though he cannot 
claim them as his prey. Hence the 
caution addressed to all, "Be sober, 
be vigilant!" What safety therefore 
can there be, to those who are tread- 
ing life's dangerous declivity, if their 
loins are not girt about with truth, 
and their lamps habitually trimmed 
and burning ? 



r 



TO THE AGED. 297 

The next thing here required of 
the aged, is to be grave. The pro- 
priety of this is at once apparent. In 
their condition and circumstances, it 
is manifest, gravity is the most suit- 
able habit. Though uniform sobriety 
of speech and behavior is appropriate 
in every period of life, it is specially 
so in the evening of probation. Its 
opposite, at least, is both pitiable and 
pernicious. Now can levity comport 
with the momentous purposes of 
mortal existence? Is there a place 
this side of the sepulchre, which one 
may properly devote to trifling? Is 
not the aspect of creation itself 
thoughtful, and serious, and some- 
times saddening? See Autumn at 
its close, dropping its last fruits, and 
scattering its withered leaves before 
the blast ! See Winter as it succeeds, 

26 
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in still graver mood, enveloped in 
storms, and hurrying men home! 
How it speaks, how it sighs, of human 
mortality ! Who, then, can be other- 
wise than serious ? 

Yet there are considerations indis- 
putably more impressive. Yea, there 
is occasion for gravity, beyond what 
is suggested by things that are visible. 
Our relation to the spiritual world 
demands it The Searcher of hearts 
is unquestionably serious. Angels, 
and spirits of the just, are also seri- 
ous. Yes, fiends of despair, and the 
legions of the lost around them, are 
serious all. With some of these 
classes of spirits, it is sure, we shall 
soon be associated. Which? Ah, 
, that is the question — and a grave 
one it evidently is ! How then does 
it comport with either the dignity or 
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the destiny of man, and especially 
when near the scene of retribution, to 
be sporting^ with these realities in 
prospect ? 

Still the Christian may be cheerful. 
The gospel would not have him 
hang his head as a bulrush, and 
always appear dejected and melan- 
choly. That would tend to contra- 
dict the happy influence of his re- 
ligion ; whereas it is his privilege to 
show, that "Her ways are ways of 
pleasantness, and all her paths are 
peace." It is so in fact, and ought 
to be so in every appearance. The 
good man, as he approaches his eter- 
nal home, should thus throw around 
him the lustre of a living faith, and let 
it be seen that he rejoices as his re- 
demption draweth nigh. All thi^ can 
consist with appropriate soberness; 
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for to be grave is not by any means 
to be ^oomy. There is scope for the 
exercise of a cheerfiil spirit, without 
approaching the precincts of profane 
merriment Yes, there can be the 
best of cheer, aside from foolish talk- 
ing and jesting. The s^ed who have 
conusBonion with God and with glory^ 
know this by experience. And who- 
ever has no practical knowledge of 
the kind, has reason surely to be 
grave. What is there more pitiable 
than the condition of a soul about to 
appear in the presence of its Judge, 
deceptively dreaming that all is well^ 
while there k no personal meetness* 
for heaven ? 

Another duty enjoined upon the 
aged, is to be temperate. This implies 
entire abstinence from what is per* 
nicious, and a pradent use of what is 
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beneficial. It relates to the manage- 
ment of both the body and the spirit. 
It supposes, in fact, such self-control, 
that the passions and appetites are 
held subject to the dictates of right 
reason and conscience. What impor- 
tance therefore is attached to this 
principle — and what labor is essen- 
tial to its attainment ! Ah, if it were 
merely freedom from intoxicating 
drinks, or from any similar injurious 
influence — difficult as that might be 
to many — the duty demanded would 
be immeasurably less ! Bat no habit 
of sin is consistent with this compre- 
hensive precept. The whole mind 
and man is to be subjected to the 
rule, "Be temperate in all things." 
Let thought, and feeling, and speech, 
and practice, harmonize completely 
with pureness of spirit. How else 

26* 
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can the soal be fitted for its rest? 
^'Enow ye not that the unrighteoiys 
shall not inherit the kingdom of God? 
Be not deceived ; neither fornicators^ 
nor idolaters^ nor adulterers, nor ef- 
feminate, nor abusers of themselves 
with mankind) nor thieves, nor covet- 
ous, nor drunkards^ nor revilers, nor 
extortioners, dliall inherit the kingdom 
of Grod. — And there shall in no 
wise enter into it anything that de- 
fileth.^ 

Nor is it merely hereafter, but now, 
that this quality of character is de- 
manded. Angels are said to be min- 
istering spirits to the heirs of salva- 
tion. Yes, with wings of light, and 
lov^ and purity, they hover over the 
path of the just ; and that path is de- 
scribed as the shining light, which 
shineth more and more unto the per- 
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feet day. The supposition therefore 
is, that those celestial visitants are 
communicating with such as sustain 
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The next thing specified, is to be 
sound in faith. It is equivalent to 
saying, be thoroughly evangelical in 
sentiment and in practice. Faith isr 
essential to Christian obedience. The 
gospel is the guide in regard to what 
is right. The belief and reception of 
its doctrines cordially, constitutes the 
required soundness. Here, then, is 
the basis of true religion. Build 
upon this foundation, and your hope 
will abide ; but on no other principles 
has it the slightest security. Men 
may struggle to be saved in some 
other way ; but it is all in vain with- 
out the righteoU'Sness iMch is of fcdth. 
Irrespective of the Redeemer's sac- 
rifice for sin, there is no such thing 
as human justification. "For Christ 
is the end of the law for righteous- 
ness to every one that believeth." 
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Confiding in him as the Saviour of 
sinners, by virtue of his adorable 
mediation, yea, believing with the 
hearty is submitting to the righteous- 
ness of God. It is the exercise of 
this faith that unites the soul to 
Christ, as the branch is united to the 
vine. To abide in it, and abound in 
it, with consistent views of Christian 
truth — growing in grace, and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ — is the substance of 
this inestimable qualification. What 
stability does it give to the character 
and course of those who are thus 
advancing to mount Zion! How 
established are they in the old paths 
of piety ! Yea, what attachment is 
there to the distinguishing doctrines 
and duties of "the faith which was 
once delivered unto the saints ! " 
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J^gain. The aged are required to 
be soiinrd in charity. Thds fitly follows 
the point preceding ; for the connec- 
tion between Christian faith and 
charity is remarkably intimate. In- 
deed, " the end of the commandment 
is charity, out of a pure heart, and of 
a good conscience, and of faith un- 
feigned.'* The discriminating quali- 
ties of this excellent attainment are 
here expressed, though more minutely 
in another memorable portion of the 
Epistles, (1 Cor. xiii.) It hence ap- 
pears, that the love thus signalized fe 
not that figment of liberality, which 
would throw its mantle over every- 
thing under the name of religion, ex- 
cept what is strictly evangelical — 
and which would sacrifice trutti and 
conscience to the prejudices of men ; 
but it is a state of affection eminently 
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pure, peculicir to those who have been 
^*born agam," and therefore an off- 
spring of the eternal Sphit. Yea, 
verily, to be s(mnd in this, is to be 
sound at the core. And there is no 
class probably, who are more aware 
of this fact than the aged who are 
famiUar with the Scriptures. 

Still there is room for the increase 
of charity, and for its exercise on an 
extended scale of generousness. While 
God may be loved with greater 
fidelity, man also may be regarded 
with more fraternal interest The 
world, in the variety of its wants and 
woes, and especially in its spiritual 
necessities, is calling loudly upon the 
benevolence of compassionate spirits. 
The appeal too comes to the ears of 
the aged. Thus they have the privi- 
lege, before they go hence, of mani- 
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festing their love to the Saviour and 
to souls. Not only may they exem- 
plify their charity in the church, and 
in the neighborhood to which they 
belong, by the difiasion of a friendly 
influence — but they may illustrate it 
by substantial testimony, in deeds 
that will speak when they are dead ! 
Yea, every ojffering to the treasury of 
the Lord, will tend to benefit and to 
bless generations and generations to 
come ! And when do we expect the 
most valuable fruit, if not in the sea- 
son of full harvest ? 

There is only to be added to these 
particulars the virtue of patience. 
Few, perhaps, are able to apprecis^te 
this Christian grace, until they are 
•taught it in the school of experience. 
It is so silent in its operation, that 
some hardly seem to know that it has 
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la feet mttefa (x^i^^^^ value. These, 
of cdnrse, Am not the aged. Their 
lnfii«»ties and pecdliar triak tell 
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disturb the spirit Grace, though 
there may be, to comfort and en- 
courage^ there is nevertheless eminent 
need of patience. To persevere in 
well-doing, under all the toils and 
fatigues of this pilgrimage, which 
press heavUy towards its close, is 
surely a test of Christian disciple- 
ship. Happy are they who suc- 
cessfully 'sustain it! "Be patient 
therefore, brethren, unto the com- 
ing of the Lord. Behold, the hus- 
bandman waiteth for the precious 
fruit of the earth, and hath long 
patience for it, until he receive the 
early and latter rain. Be ye also 
patient ; stablish your hearts : for the 
coming of the Lord draweth nigh. 
Grudge not one against another, 
brethren, lest ye be condemned ; be- 
hold, the judge standeth before the 
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^ door. Take, my brethren, the pro- 
phets, who have spoken in the name 
of the Lord, for an example of suf- 
fermg afHiction, and of patience. Be- 
hold, we count them happy which 
endure. Ye have heard of the pa- 
tience of Job, and have seen the end 
of the Lord: that the Lord is very 
pitiful, and of tender mercy."* 

Yes, pilgrims to Zion, there is pre- 
cept, and example, and abundant 
encouragement. Do the ills of pov- 
erty oppress? Remember, mean- 
while, that as an heir of God, you 
will soon inherit the affluence of 
heaven. Do the pains and feebleness 
of age render life a burden? Ah, 
you are shortly to be released from 
these, and to be invested with glory, 
and honor, and immortality! In 

* James 5: 7 — 11. 
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your progress thitherward, are yon 
exposed to the reproach^ of irrevo* 
rent spirits? Be reminded of thi^ 
"Yet a little while, aiid th^ wicke<| 
shall not he.'^ Yea, there is a i^anctu^ 
ary near, where the wic|ced cease 
from troubUng, and the weary are ^t 
rest ! Does the valley seem dark, VSt 
you approach the grave? Hear tb© 
heavenly assurance, « The night is far 
spent, the day is at hand •'* Rejoice 
— rejoice — for amid the very shad-^ 
ows of death, the mighty Conqueror 
can dissipate the gloom, and illumine 
your pathway with celestial bright^* 
ness! Let patience therefore have 
her perfect work, and these other 
principles also their appropriate de* 
velopment, and you will ere long e^-p 
perience all this bles^dness, beyond 
expression^ 
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I have now to present a few con- 
cise reasons why the aged should 
aim to comply with these scriptural 
directions. 

First. The glory of God requires it. 
His glory is illustriously displayed by 
the voluntary obedience of his crea- 
tures. TTiis constitutes a singular 
excellence of the heavenly state, that 
spirits there are thus cheerfully sub- 
ject. Angels and saints are all de- 
voted to the pleasure of him whom 
they serve day and night in his tem- 
ple. Nor would one of them wish 
to deviate in the least from this sub- 
serviency to the will of their Sove- 
reign. How true to their duty — and 
therefore how blessed ! Nor is there 
reason to doubt, that if the same 
spirit prevailed in the present world, 
in that proportion the earth would 

27* 
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resemble heaven. Who, then, should 
be the fairest living illustrations of 
the kind, if not they whose i^ir* 
itual experience is most mature? 
" The hoary head is a crown of glory, 
if it be found in the way of right* 
eousness. — Those that be planted 
in the house of the Lord i^all flour- 
ish in the courts of our God. They 
shall bring forth fruit in old age.^' 

Second. The comfort of the aged 
themselves demands it. 

What valuable enjoyments can 
there be in the evening of life, dark, 
and damp, and desolate as it seems, 
if there be no cheerful fire-light with- 
in ? Yet with the consolations of re- 
ligion, which are abundantly supplied 
to those who pursue the course here 
commended, there may be peace, and 
calmness, and abiding comfort. Yea, 
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godtmesSy with coTOentmenty is grecU 
gain. It is profitable every way, but 
especially in the issue. What rirtue 
has it to sustain and animate the 
faltering energies of old age ! " They 
that wait upon the Lord shall renew 
their strength; they shall mount up 
with wings as eagles ; they shall run, 
and not be weary; and they diall 
walk, and not faint" How applicable 
to the condition of devoted spirits, as 
they draw near to the land where 
^*the inhabitant shall not say, I am 
sick ! " Well, therefore, may the aged 
cherish a devout and heavenly tem- 
per, and honor God with the last and 
best fruits of Christian fidelity; fbr 
it is essential to their happiness in 
the highest degree. 

Third. B is important also to the 
welfare of society. 
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The example of the righteous is 
alwajrs effectual^ bat especially when 
it is the result of mature experience. 
Every one is influenced, to some ex- 
tent, by the conduct of others. Yea, 
community is affected by individual 
action. Inasmuch, therefore, as we 
are accustomed to respect the aged, 
their character has influence which 
may be eminently salutary. If, like 
Jent «dnH 4 are SngnUhed 
as walking with God — if they sus- 
tain, that is, an undisputed reputation 
for religious excellence — if, as ser- 
vants of the Saviour, they let their 
light shine, throwing around them a 
hallowed lustre like the setting sun ; 
there is an advantage to the world in 
this beautiful exhibition of Christian 
character. Others observe it with 
admiration, and are constrained to 
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preeminently desirable, and preemi- 
nently glorious. Yes, let the aged 
thus illustrate the life of faith, and 
there is hope that the young will 
imbibe the same spirit, and transmit 
its influence to succeeding genera- 
tions. What respjpnsibleniess there- 
fore rests upon those ik4io sustain this 
prominent position in society. As 
main pillars in the temple, they are 
to stand out to view, tbQ steadfast 
supporters of truth and godliness. 
Shrink not fathers and moiliers in 
Israel, from the duty of adorning the 
doctrines of tbes Crosg^ It will bless 
you to jreflect that you haye upt lived 
in vain. JUi, yott are preparing a 
memorial Aat will survive you — 
though it speak not in sculpture on 
the marble slab ! The Ufe of man 
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is his best and most enduring manur 
mentf 



HYMN. 

Eternal God I enthroned on high I 

Whom angel hosts adore ; 
Who 7et to suppliant dost art nigh. 

Thy presence I implore. 

Oh, guide me down the steep of age, 

And keep my passions cool ; 
Teach me to scan the sacred page, 

And practice eVry role. 

Mj flying years time urges on. 

What 's human must decay : 
My friends, my young companions, gone, 

Can I expect to stay ? 

Ah 1 No — then smooth the mortal hour. 

On thee my hope depends; 
Support me with Ahnighty poVr, 

While dust to dust descends* 
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